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Introduction

At the outset of the second wave of the Sovietipation, on the territory of Lithuania
occupied by the Red Army, the forcible mobilisat@hmen into the Soviet army was
launched. The Lithuanian public treated the SoMieion as an occupant, and therefore
the men who did not consider themselves citizenh@fUSSR, sought to escape service
in the Soviet army. In addition, the Lithuaniaropke had been influenced by the anti-
Nazi resistance organisations telling people tha international law prohibited
mobilisation of local residents from an occupiedirtiny. On the other hand (from a
formal perspective), Lithuanian people did not pgsshe ID documents of a USSR
citizen: introduction of the Soviet passport systtarted in 1945.

Mobilisation of Lithuanian men had been properlgrpied and prepared in advance. War-
time mobilisation on the Lithuanian territory inetbheginning was carried out by the front
and reserve infantry regiments, and after the frmtmoved westward, since August
1944 this function was taken over by the Militarymomissariats. On 1 August 1944
Order No1 of the Military Commissar of the LSSRtha Mandatory Conscription of Men
Born in 1909-1926 to the Red Army was issued. l@ndame day the Resolution on the
Measures to Carry Out the Mobilisation of Men Labbr Call-up on the Lithuanian SSR
(document Nol) of the occupational authority: Cainttommittee of the Lithuanian
Communist Party (Bolshevik) (hereinafter the CC LE}) and the Council of People’s
Commissars of the LSSR.  Although the mobilisatisas to be carried out in an
organised manner, was to be universal and immediateever, because of mass draft
dodging and evasion of service in the occupatianaly, it was delayed almost until the
end of the war.

Historiography

The first news about the forcible mobilisation athiuanian men first appeared in the
partisan press, and later in the publications ef ltithuanian immigrants in the West.
From among them, works by K. Grinius, R. Niisas, J. Daumantas and others, depicting
this problem, could be mentionédHowever, in their disclosure of the truth abdu t
crimes perpetrated by the Communists against ttheidnian nation, they could rely only
on the sources published by the Soviets and rextiglies of withesses.

Soviet historiography treated mobilisation into tRed Army as lawful and mandatory
upon the inhabitants of Lithuania: none of theljmalions dedicated to this topic spoke
about the repressive measures employed by thet smtteorities against the draft dodgers.
On the contrary, they pointed out that the mengdinthe Red Army voluntarily and
helped to bring the Fascist Germany to its knees. éxample, the monograph by J.
DobrovolskisLithuanian Soldiers on the Fronts of the Great Htand Warsays that in



Kaunas from 25 August until 5 September 1944 so®d4b persons came to the
Mobilisation stations to be enlisted voluntarilyespite the fact that the call-up papers
were handed in to 3,931 persons chlfhe publication claims that by 16 September 1944
allegedly some 83,941 persons enlisted in the dymheir own free will, and that by the
end of the war this figure reached 108 thousanall soviet historiography publications
on World War Il upheld such approath.

The greatest share of historical material on theilbbe mobilisation of Lithuanian men is
found in the Lithuanian Special Archive (the repaand certificates by the NKVD and
NKGB chiefs). Historian A. AnuSauskas in his moraggh The Soviet Annihilation of the
Lithuanian Nationwas the first to provide comprehensive archivdhdan the massive
NKVD armed force repressive actions against theerdsdless draft dodgers evading
service in the occupational arfiy.The former Communist party archive (the present
Archive of the Lithuanian Organisations) add to gheture of the forcible conscription .
New facts on the boycott of the call-up of Lithuamiyouth were revealed by the historian
J.R. Bagu$auskdgther authors (M. Pocius, N. Gaskall. Kairiakstyt, K. Kasparas, J.
Starkauskas and others) discussed this problem wmbystematically. The unlawful
actions of the USSR were depicted by an eyewitoéshe events of those times K.
Eringis in 1993 in his book of recollectiof$ie Tragedy of the Lithuanian Armed Forces
and other witnesses. However, no special sciertifidy has yet been carried out on this
subject.

CONCLUSIONS:

1. Legal aspect of theforcible mobilisation.

The Soviet Union, which in the second half of 19ddnched the call-up of Lithuanian
men into the Red Army, violated provisions of timernational law laid down in the
Hague Convention of 18 October 1907 Laws and CustmihWar on Land, forbidding to
mobilise the inhabitants in the occupied territtothe occupant army or otherwise utilise
them for the purposes of warfare. Article 4 of Arrill of the Hague Convention of 1907
sets forth that it is binding to the parties whidve and have not ratified it. Its Article 45
proclaims that ‘[the occupant] is forbidden to cahihe inhabitants of occupied territory
to swear allegiance to the hostile PowefDocument No16). In breach of the said article
of the Convention, in the fall of 1944 and the tstair 1945 Moscow made over 100
thousand Lithuanian men join the Soviet army bgdoand swear allegiance to the hostile
power.

2. Executorsand organisersof theforcible conscription.

The forcible mobilisation to the USSR army on tkeritory of Lithuania was mainly
executed by the®¥Infantry Division of the NKVD (USSR) Internal armgommanded by
General P.Vetrov, and the units of the NKVD (US3®yder army, whose actions were
co-ordinated by Colonel M. Bkovsky. Some assistance also came from the unitiseof
regular army. The principal organisers of this tarly campaign were: in Lithuania — party
leaders — Chairman of the Lithuanian Bureau ofGeatral Committee of the All-union
Communist Party (Bolshevik) (hereinafter CC AUCB(B)d the T Secretary of the CC
LCP A. Sni€kus, chiefs of repressive structures generals da8iznas, A. Guzevius,
D. Jefimovas, |. Tké&enka, Lithuania’s Military Commissar J. Soblys, fhesecutor of



the Republic M.Baliasnikov, and in Moscow — MarshalBeriya, Generals V. Merkulov,
S. Kruglov, B. Kobulov, A. Apolonov.

3. Forcible Mobilisation (recruiting), mass evasion, hunt for conscripts and
massacr e.

When the bulk of men refused to arrive in the mshilon stations (military
commissariats) ‘voluntarily’, in September 1944 thent for them was unleashed. Men,
who had not register at mobilisation stations aretendiscovered in hiding, were often
treated as partisans and other participants otitfuerground activities. Therefore, they
were infrequently treated as the participants efdimed resistance: they were threatened
with prison or death, they were arrested (‘detdinedrtured and even executed. Men
caught by the NKVD people and officers in villagesre often taken to the district centres
tied and on attempt to escape were gunned. In tdineg were lined up and taken by
guards to Vilnius by foot. Even registering in tm®bilisation stations was dangerous:
there were no guarantees, that the person wouldideed to return hom®.

The men-hunt was in particular intensified afterSeptember 1944, a visit by the Deputy
Commissar General S. Kruglov of the NKVD (USSR)Lithuania. By 27 September
1944 the Vetrov punitive commando alone detainé32 draft dodgers. Vetrov in his
report to the Head of the LSSR NKVD General J. &drhas pointed out, that through
the use of force some 34 groups comprising 3-54guer were liquidated, 70 persons
killed, 23 wounded and 658 transferred to the NKi@ocuments Nol17 and Nol5). All
these people are called ‘bandits’, although itvislent that small groups of draft dodgers
were being sought and exterminated, of whom ordgnall number took part in the armed
resistance. In October as many as 5,434 draftetedgere detained, out of which 2,795
were by force transferred to the military commisstay 102 — to repressive structures, and
1,036 released home on various groutids.

The number of draft dodgers grew quickly. On llvé&ber 1944, the LSSR NKVD
Division for Fight Against Banditry recorded 18,1@&rsons in hiding (document No 12),
on 20 November this figure reached 33@Bocument No130, on 23 December — up to
51,700 (document No4), and on 1 January 1945 thardi was as high as 58
620%(document No3).

4. Murders of Draft Dodgers.

Fight against the armed partisans paralleled staughf draft dodgers. Each military
NKVD operation usually culminated in the detentmmkilling of men desperate to avoid
mobilisation. Numerous examples bear testimonthie. For example, in November
1944 the NKVD army killed 265 persons in total, pies the fact that 90 per cent of them
bore no arms. On 13-31 December tfieNKVD Division massacred 421 persons in
north eastern counties, and during January-Maretb 191,396 people. The majority of
those killed were defenceless draft dodgers. Wiitee NKVD Border army were acting
in an analogous manner (document Nol4). If memézhabout the operation of the
NKVD punitive commandos, everybody ran to hide le tforest. For example, the
battalion of the 261infantry regiment which came to the Gaigalai @25 km south of
Birzai) on 31 December, did not find a single marhame. However, in an effort to
protect their families against the acts of repmgsimen often gave in to the mercy of
occupants?



5. Unleashing of represson. The Lithuanian occupational authorities in viefvdoaft
dodging escalating onto a massive scale resortédrgher policy of repression. On 12
December 1944, the CC LCP (B) Bureau adopted al&em on the Measures to
Combat the Deserters and Draft Dodgers of the RadyAdocument no2). One of the
resolution’s items instructed the NKVD bodies artte tcity and county military
commissariats to inspect systematically in urbad amal territories the documents of
men, especially in the night-time. The executiwksivilian institutions were forbidden to
recruit men liable for call-up, also, control at dieal institutions, courts and the
prosecutor's offices was tighten&l. Taking into account this resolution, the Military
Commissar of Lithuania J. Soblys urged for steppedepressive measures against these
people. On 23 December 1944 he asked the Chaiofmidue Lithuania Bureau of the CC
AUCP (B) M. Suslov to support the Order No064 e tefence Commissariat foreseeing
that in the search of farmsteads all draft doddpersletained, and not allowing them to
take care of family and other personal matters, irnenediately delivered to the
mobilisation stations? (documents No4 and Noll). The fact that in Deami944
some 10,264 and in January 1945 — 17,496 men webdised to the Red Army leads to
the conclusion that the aforementioned and otheasmes of coercion were put into
practice actively’ (document No5).

On 21 March 1945, Chief of the*1Subunit of the Republican Military Commissariat
Goskov wrote to the Head of the Military Commisatabivision of the CC LCP(B) that
the performed registration of men liable for cgl-during the said period enabled to
increase the number of them mobilised into the aamy that, most importantly, this had
been the result of a wide-scale fight to combat blaaditry (the partisans, author’s
comment) organised by the NKVD bodies and militanjts. Goskov pointed out that
mobilisation was largely carried out by the NKVDdies with the army units catching the
draft dodgers and delivering them to the militagmenissariats. He regretted that a
number of draftees were arrested during the amtisam campaigns, and were pending
court decision, that some got killed, which was whg military commissariats did not
posses any data about such pedpl@ocument No5). On 12 April 1945 Security
Captains Smirnov and Skolkin reported, that in #oreto step up the fight against
deserters and draft dodgers, all the NKVD counpnbhes had been instructed as of 21
March 1945 to resort to sterner measures in finding detaining the said persds.
(document No06).

6. Outcome of the forcible mobilisation.

Form its very start very few men responded to thiéup. However, tens of thousands
were forced to obey the forcible mobilisation whitre terror was unleashed. Some
187,445 men were supposed to report to the motidisastations by 1 January 1945,
however, only 128,825 did, and out of them 62,6%®ifised, 16,942 were discharged for
the reasons of health (document No3), and someOQ4yiere caught and forcibly
delivered to the mobilisation stations by the NK¥Bny, and 15,803 went missing. Also,
some 1,275 deserters were detained, and anotl&2 (d@cument No7) reported missing.
As many as 49,224 people were appointed to the lisatidon reserve. This figure
comprised all the party, soviet institutions, Comsb League members and trade union



executives, specialists of different fields, indysind transport sector workers, doctors,
teachers, scholars and representatives of cettiaén professions.

Prior to Germany’s capitulation in 1945 a total 4% thousand men were mobilised,
among which 20,462 delivered to the military consaigats by force (document No7).
The latter, similarly as in 1944, were forcibly @ieeed and interrogated by the NKVD
people, and sent to the military units once esthbll they were not participants of the
armed resistance. The certificate of 21 March 1843he Mobilisation Activities in the
LSSR indicates that in 1944-1945 in Lithuania 1@8,people were mobilised (document
No8) (in 1944 — 636,061, in 1945 — 45,317), amdregt - 82 thousand Lithuanians. In
total some 44,562 men were forcibly delivered ® mfilitary commissariatSAs soon as
the war between the USSR and Germany was overfdiwgble mobilisation was
cancelled. It remains unclear how many men weafett into the army from 21 March
1945 till 8 May 1945, because on 1 June 1945 Yakoguoted the same number of
draftees to Suslov — 108,378.

From 1945.07.15 till 1945.10.01 somel,774 draft gbod and 196 deserters were
sentenced? (document No9)

7. Returntothelegal Way of Life. December 1945.

The report by the Commissar of the LSSR NKBG D.ivielr and Commissar of the
LSSR NKVD J. Bartasinas indicates that from July 1944 till 1 Decemb@45. as many
as 36,144 persons legalised themselves (cameigiaregith the Soviet repressive bodies
and were issued temporary [identification] docuragnbut of which 27,361 were daft
dodgers, 2,423 — deserters, and 6,259 — partfégdecument No7).

8. Situation of the mobilised men.

In the summer and autumn of 1944 the “mobilised ' mesre sent to the Yarcev forests in
Smolensk, where the B0Reserve Infantry Division was being raised, whosgiments
(around 25 thousand troops) in December of thar yeare transferred to Pabkad
Ukmerg: and Jasinai. Till December 1944 Lithuanians were not besegt to other Red
Army units. The Military Council of the Chief Foation Board of the Red Army forbade
the military districts to send as replenishmenth® active army formations of troops of
nations which embraced their national units. Tiredive of 18 October 1944 of the Red
Army Mobilisation Board instructed all the privateend sergeants of Lithuanian
nationality to move by 15 November from the opemtirmy to the aforementioned"50
Division. Only a certain part of troops went to fnentline from it?*

Service in the army was grim: accompanied by tlok [ food, and under unbearable
sanitary and hygiene conditions. Inhuman livingaitons and the realisation that live-
or-die fight in the Soviet army was unavoidable iveted Lithuanians to desert. The
LSSR NKGB Commissar A. Gudzeiiis in December informed theé' Becretary of the
CC LCP (B) A. Snigkus, that many officers had deserted from the REbrghuanian
Unit 02003 “C”. Soon the situation got out of aaht because individual desertions were
replaced by desertions of armed groups (some 1r0606ps deserted by 15 December, and,



according to theSmerSdata, another 1,500 people were preparing to folkit).
Deserters often became partisans.

The USSR NKVD Deputy Commissar S. Kruglov and tHeSR NKVD Representative
to Lithuania |. Tk&enka sent a written communication on 14 Decembé4 18 the USSR
NKVD Commissar L. Berija informing about the stateaffairs. L. Berija referred the
document to J. Stalin. V. Molotov. G. Malenkov atbler members of the Cabinet.

The supreme political and military authority of tH&SR took the decision to insure itself
against any possible surprises. In January 194iSiain regiments were transferred to
reserve divisions, mainly deployed in Moscow’s taily region®

After the military training some of them were semthe front, others (majority) — to other
military units in the rear. Some 70 thousand Lathians found themselves on the
frontline (in 1944 — 40 thousand, in 1945 — 30 gand)*° It is estimated that around 25
thousand Lithuanians sent into the Soviet armysped on the battlefield of waf.They
took part in the storming of Konigsberg (Kalinindjaoperations in Danzig (Gdansk),
Pomerania, Berlin and KurSas. Following the demsdiilon, some 42,898 troops, among
them 30 thousand Lithuanians, returned to Lithuagia5 November 194%.

Since the soviet military authority considered théhuanians who emigrated or were
forcibly taken to Germany, were citizens of the BS8 issued the instruction to capture
them, put the military uniform on them by forcedasend them to the front. The number
of such cases is not known.

The forcible mobilisation of Lithuanians to the R&dnmy in Lithuania was paralleled by

the recruitment of Polish volunteers to the PoAsimy. By 10 February 1945 the Polish
Volunteers Union registered 16,735 volunteers, amgyactice, 17,505 people were sent
to the Polish military unit§’

Short Conclusions.

1. The forcible mobilisation to the Soviet occupatemmy in August 1944 - May 1945
formed an integral part of the terror unleashedregahe inhabitants of Lithuania.

The Soviet Union violated the Convention on the EafWar: Laws and Customs of War

on Land (Hague 1V, 1907), forbidding to mobili$etmen of the occupied territory to the

occupational army.

2. The Lithuanian public viewed the Soviet Union asoaoupant state, and that is why
the men liable for call-up evaded service in thel Remy. On 11 November 1944
there were 18,145 draft dodgers, and on 1 Jangty 4 58,620 draft dodgers.

3. The forcible mobilisation in Lithuania was largedgrried out by the USSR NKVD
units and units of the regular army. Avoidanceob®y the mobilisation orders was
interpreted as amounting to armed resistance,randaid orders were implemented by
force. The draftees were forcibly delivered to thiéitary commissariats, and from
there sent to military units. Men refusing to gm the Red Army were threatened
with punishments provided for in the soviet law@iven that the family members and



relative of draftees were also terrorised, majooitylraftees obeyed the forced orders
and reported to the military commissariats ‘voluity& In fear of repression, 128
thousand men registered at mobilisation stations bgnuary 1945.

According to the official data of occupational regpsive structures, out of 108,378

mobilised persons, 44,562 (41 per cent) men wémentto the military commissariats by

force.

4. The bulk of forcibly mobilised men were sent to B@" reserve infantry division.
Soldiers were continuously deserting from the dovis As a result of mass desertion,
the division was disbanded, and the Lithuanianssteared to other regiments.

5. About 70 thousand Lithuanians were sent to militanyts and the front. It is
estimated, that in 1944-1945 around 25 thousandbigrmobilised men perished in
the Red Army units during the fight with Hitleri@ermany.

Glossary of terms

Mobilisation — conscription of citizens of a state (reservenein liable for call-up) into
the active military service.

Forcible mobilisation — forcible use of inhabitants of the occupied estat the hostile
armed forces.
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