DEPORTATIONS OF THE POPULATION IN 1944-1953
by Dr. Arvydas AnuSauskas

INTRODUCTION.

It is often doubted whether a phenomenon like SosteCommunist genocide in general
occurred, and if it did, whether it can be applfed haming certain outcomes of terror
directed against the Lithuanian nation. After afilike in Holocaust, there was no total nation
annihilation conducted, no towns or villages wefé Without Lithuanian inhabitants, etc. Yet
it can certainly be claimed that the occurrenc&ehocide concept in the Lithuanian history
was hardly accidental.

Genocide concept in the Lithuanian history.The term “genocide” has appeared in the
Lithuanian historiography rather recently, therefots usage varies to a great extent. One
might say that there exist different positions sabgating or disproving the usage of this
term for naming various methods of human anniluitatir different groups of people. On the
other hand, the term used internationally, coingdPbof. R. Lemkin and validated in the
Convention on the Genocide, is rather preciselinddf “Genocide means killing or isolation
of a national, religious or racial group from publife, committed with intent to destroy or
discriminate this group.” The Lithuanian historiaghy, political science and the emigration
started applying the term of “genocide” quite eatlyat is, almost immediately after the
publishing of R.Lemkin's book “Axis Rule in Occaal Europe” in 1946 and the
subscription of the Convention on the Genocide @&nDOkcember 1948. Actually, the
politicians were the first to master this concefs. early as on 20 October 1948, Prof.
M. Krupavkius, Chairman of the Supreme Committee for the datien of Lithuania
(hereinafter — SCLL), A. Rei, Chairman of the Natb Council of Estonia, and Bishop
J. Rancans, President of the Central Council dfibaamong others contacted Dr. H. Evatt,
President of the Third Assembly of the United Nasiowith the statement that “Soviet
occupation in-line with Soviet practice of genocitethods, threatens the existence of the
Baltic nations”. Two courses of genocide policy aedentified. These were systematic
physical extermination of people, and cultural amaral annihilation. Since then, the SCLL
would annually send similar, perhaps more detailledarations to the United Nations. The
declarations specified the purpose of the Soviebgiee policy (to exterminate autochthones
within a short time), its methods (deportationdlembivisation, killing) and results (according
to the data of the SCLL, 520,000 people were alatéd within 1941-1949).

The term “genocide” was already used in K.éRisl book “Genocide. Threefold Tragedy of
the Lithuanians” published in West Germany in 194Bfact, this concept was used for
defining the outcomes of both Nazi and Soviet oatiops. Since the author did not elaborate
on defining the usage of “genocide” term, it is ersdood that he attributed all losses suffered
by the Lithuanian population in 1940-1949 to then@®de outcome. These included
deportations, arrests and killing of Lithuaniand 840-1941, their repatriation to Germany in
1941; Jewish annihilation conducted during the Naziupation, victims of concentration
camps and killings in Lithuania, those transpotte@&ermany for forced labour, expatriating
from Lithuania in 1944 because of political reasansl from Klaigda Region, victims of
mass deportations, military and labour mobilisgteomd Polish repatriation.

The term “genocide” was used in relation to thetiBdlistory for the first time in the books
(by A. Kaelas, A. Svabe) published in Stockholm 1i®50-1952. Dr. D. Krivickas used
“genocide” term in his publication of 1952 alreadg a concept acknowledged on the
international level. It was likewise used by JomimaSauskas in his 1956 article for the
Encyclopaedia Lituanica: “The genocide in Lithuafia) as the annihilation of an ethnical
group involved arrests, imprisonment, deportatiang killing of the local population”. After
the revision of the concept into the “Bolshevik d&aksian genocide”, the number of victims
stands at 350 to 400 thousand killed or deportedgps and “the victims of the Nazi



occupation”, including killed Jewish people, andhuanians imprisoned in concentration
camps, relocated for forced labour and killed. Melgite, J. RimaSauskas already maintains
that “Soviet and Nazi genocide until 1955 claimédwt 800,000 lives of those who where
murdered, deported, killed in guerrilla fights axpatriated by any means from the country
(refugees to Germany and repatriates to PolandiyisTit was merely a slight digression from
the stance of K. Péfis expressed in 1949, which used “genocide” teit anprecisely.

Starting from 1969, when the Lithuanian Catholi@demy of Science publicised D. Jasaitis’
article “Nationalist and Communist Genocide in Ligmia”, the attitude, which gradually

starts to prevail in the writings published in tdle, is that “the methods of the Soviet and
the Nazi genocide are similar and both include wgdiion, tortures, forced labour,

deportations and mass killing”.

The last major research book of the emigration,vi&oGenocide in Lithuania” (1980) by
J. Pajaujas—Javis, featured and disclosed the maingarlier attitudes held by the emigration
towards the “Soviet genocide”. After labelling ts&me phenomenon as the “KGB genocide”,
A. Damusis in 1987 provided the emigration with ttaculation of losses suffered by the
Lithuanian population (471,175 people). In thigamge, the victims of the “Soviet genocide”
and “Nazi holocaust” were separated from the emigraand the repatriates, who were
referred to as population losses only.

In general, Lithuanian historiography of Sovietésdid not use the term of “genocide” very
widely. Even the definition of the concept in arcyriopaedia mentioned “the extermination
of entire population groups on the racial, natiaaleligious grounds (...). The genocide was
carried out in respect of the Jewish and the Sliavimg the Second World War, while at the
time being it mainly occurs in Rhodesia, the Rejubf South Africa and during the US
attacks in Vietnam”. Therefore, the transition pdriof 1989-1991 when the historical
positions of Lithuanian and emigration historiodrgstarted merging, was marked out by the
absence of “genocide” term. It was referred to amss repressions”, “deformations of
Socialist law enforcement”, “military suppressiotyed terror”, etc. When this period ended,
the historians indulged into the unavoidable dewalent of factographic historiography,
which was determined by the access to the newrluatsources.

One might say that the year 1992 marks the begjnoiithe broader usage of the “genocide”
term in the historiography, however, it still wamited to the description of methods used in
the genocidal policy. As one historian put it, “ttheportations (...) were the manifestation of
national genocidal policy conducted by the Sovi@tegnment”, whereas “genocide victims
were thousands of men, women and children who nesterrned from their exile”. The
definition of “genocide” is not commented in detdiéverything seems said in the
International Convention of 1948), but the authasgiously add some different quality to the
term. Genocide here is used interchangeably wehpitrase “illegal mass repressions” or
word “terror”. The term approached its meaningrait®inclusion into a political dictionary.
This became apparent on 09 April 1992, when the dawhe Responsibility for the Genocide
of the Lithuanian Population was adopted. The L&atesl that “The killing or torture of
Lithuanian people, and the deportations of theuattian inhabitants, carried out in Lithuania
during the period of the Nazi or USSR occupatiod annexation, meet the attributes of a
genocide crime set forth in the international legfahdards”.

During the Conference of 1993 called “The Genodatiéithuanian People During the Nazi
and the Soviet Occupations”, the very range of giglgothemes such as genocide concept and
development, and the methods of genocide execuiiere introduced rather broadly for the
first time. However, the Conference addressed niytthe “physical genocide”. F.Kuzmickas
defines main aspects and principal approacheseofsgpiritual genocide” (widely introduced
Communist ideology, complemented by Russificatioestrictions of religion and the
demolition of historical monuments), as well as tiselation of the nation from the
contemporary world and its culture. In principdistis “ethnocide”, that is, the actions aimed
at the annihilation of culture (in part or in whpldéJnfortunately, this concept was not



contained in the Convention on the Genocide. Yietnayears later, F. Kuzmickas continued
on shaping the perception of the “spiritual genetisince it “is carried out in-line with the

physical genocide or is the continuation of theelatalso often its tool”, as well as “the
outcome of the Sovietisation”.

It can be claimed that the term of “genocide” halbyfestablished itself in the Lithuanian
historiography within the last five years. Nevel#iss, its definition (concept) has not come
close enough to the definition approved by therivgonal Convention. It has been observed
that the initial definition, which appeared in tRe Lemkin’s book “Axis Rule in Occupied
Europe” (1946) and based on which the first propgd@enocide definition was drafted, is still
widely used. This definition also includes “theeamxination of political groups” and cultural
genocide (ethnocide). Meanwhile, “genocide” likeegvother concept requires clear-cut and
seemingly consistent usage. Even if that is imfsgo implement today, we can console
ourselves thinking that “during the process of étign, not only the cognition object changes
but also does its image” (depending on the availdbta and raised issues).

Of course, not all victims of Soviet terror may dtlassified as the genocide victims. Those
who fought for the restoration of the Independeoft&ithuania with arms or unarmed are
classified as the victims of either political terar the Second Independence War (guerrilla
war) that took place in the ®Gentury. Yet one of the methods used in the Saeieor,
namely, deportations, best comply with one of get®execution approaches.

l. Mechanism of Deportations.

As soon as the second Soviet occupation startetl passive and active resistance of the
Lithuanian nation occurred, the officials of the WMB (National Committee of the Interior),
the NKGB (National Committee of State Security) &wViet Prosecutor’'s Department put all
their efforts to justify the need for mass depaotad. First of all, they focused on the
measures supposed to suppress the boycott of mifitabilisation. Every hiding man armed
or unarmed was announced to be a ‘bandit, whetbas families were called ‘bandit
families’. On 20 October 1944, Major-General M.¢Bgvskyi, Head of the Border District,
proposed elevating terror “to a higher level” aakling to necessary “repression measures in
respect of bandit families”. His proposal soon nemg support. Terror organisers and
executors mailed requests to Moscow for sanctiothiegnitiation of the deportations. One of
the first to express his opinion was F. Girko, herim Prosecutor of the Lithuanian SSSR,
who claimed that “to respond to the present situmative need vehement and decisive
measures, that is, deterrents and measures of sel@ss suppression (...) so that the

members of active bandit families would be repregse)™.

Just like in 1941, the “anti-Soviet elements” wettarted to be registered, however, S.
Kruglov, the expert of solving the “problem” of Giteens, Ingushians and Crimean Tartars,
who arrived on 04 December 1944, urged to empldyerot'measures of remorseless
suppression” for the meantime. He proposed to PyaB® sanction “the deportations of the
active members of armed squads, Motherland tradois people of German nationality”.
Nevertheless, at that time thousands of people ieirg arrested and physically annihilated,
while the farms of the guerrilla families and theupporters were confiscated. Furthermore,
the war was not yet over, so the time for mass dafons was hardly auspicious because the
deportations could only cause even more severgtaesi of the Lithuanians in the rear of the
Soviet army.

! The Deed of F. Girko, dated 13 November 1944,hto WSSR Prosecutor K. Gorshenin and A.
Snigtkus, the Secretary of the Central Committee ofLilleuanian Communist Party (b) // Lithuanian
Archives of Public Organisations (hereinafter — LA)YOFunds 1771. Folder 7. File 92. Page 42. (This
document has been already partly publicised. Répddtations of the Lithuanian Residents in 1941,
1945-1952. Page 94.)



The Soviets intended first to deport Germans wikaesl in Lithuania. Since all the Germans
who lived in the Soviet Union were deported to 8band Kazakhstan already before 1941,
the Soviets on 16 December 1944 begun the prepasator the deportation of Lithuanian
Germans “despite their social status, business, aagk gende?’ They also planned to
relocate all persons related to the German famities not German by nationality, for
example, wives, husbands, adoptees and relativéseofGermans. Thus, people who had
relatives in Germany, who taught German or membgtsitheran Churchfound themselves
in the lists of those to be deported.

Just before the end of the war, in the mid-Aprill6#5, the Soviets in the fourteen Lithuanian
regions started detaining families to be deporfédee very methods of deportation differed
little from those employed in 1941: the same dédeibstructions issued by the NKVD and
the NKGB, the same lack of control and violencee Emtire property of the deportees was
seized, whereas they were allowed to bring wittmthenly limited amount of food and
clothes. All preparations for the deportation wargler the control of Colonel A. Chechev,
the Head of the NKVD Prison Department of the Lithian SSR.

At the end of April of 1945, the deportees, gatbarethe stations of Marijampil Kretinga,
Siauliai and Taurag were relocated to Kaunas City. On 03 May, thehiedon moved from
Kaunas to the north, i.e. to the Komi ASSR. Whandbhelon reached Vologda on 09 May, it
turned to the south. Only in June the deporteeg Wivally brought the place of their exile,
i.e. Tajikistan (Vahsho River Valley)According to the official data, 854 people (218m
372 women and 263 children) were deported thetepadh the initial plan was to deport
minimum one thousand people (including 313 chiliiréBne document mentions 1,048
deported personsFor as little sum as one hundred thousand routés was the payment
paid to the echelon supervisor for travel expenestotton plantations have been provided
with free labour force for an entire decade. Thdeportees were classified as German
deportees and, therefore, never mentioned in dogesuent reports of the MVD, the MGB or
the KGB concerning deportees from Lithuania.

On 24 May 1945, during the session of the CentmahRittee of the All-Union Communist
Party (hereinafter - VKP(b) CK), chaired by M. Susl it was resolved to request the
approval of L. Berya for the organisation of masgattations, i.e. deporting 50-60 families
from each district. In the meantime, according e preliminary data, the lists of “anti-
Soviet” families drafted by the NKVD enlisted 9,6fa8nilies (31,696 people). Candidates for
new deportations were selected from those listeirf¢tases were prepared by Lieutenant-
Colonel Burylin, the Head of the Banditry Contro¢fartment of the NKVD. After finishing
the preparatory work, Colonel-Generals F. Kobulod &. Apolonov arrived to Vilnius
bringing L. Berya’s permission for the deportatiohpeople and signed the instruction of
deportation. The deportations lasted as long ada4S and were carried out in-line with the
struggle against the Lithuanian resistance, andethedisation of hiding men. The deportation
was postponed for some families whose hiding menect the branches of the NKVD for
legalisation. Other families from additional listere deported instead of these.

All units of the NKVD army and all collaborators meinvolved in the deportation execution
and their security. They formed five-fold combatgrdups for deportation execution, siege of
the deportees’ steadings (the latter groups welledcaover groups of operation object),
security of deportation route to the railway statighe latter groups were called security

2 Order of J. Bartashas and A. Guzetius of 16 December 1944 // Deportations of the wathian
Residents in 1941, 1945-1952. Page 96.

% Tarasonis V., Bajotinas A., Gediminskas D.ietuvos tremtiniai TadZikijoje (Lithuanian Depees

in the Tajik SSR). Page 15.

* Ibidem. Pages 17, 2Grunskis E Lietuvos gyventaj deportacijos... (Deportations of the Lithuanian
Residents...) Page 10.

® Kairiizk$tye N. Lietuvos vokigiai - pirmieji pokario mat tremtiniai (Lithuanian Germans, the First
Deportees in the Post-War Period) // ChroniclethefLithuanian History. Vilnius, 1993. Page 98.



groups of deportee evacuation route), securityibvay stations (so-called collection points)
and deportee echeldn®eportations were carried out by the officerdboth the NKVD and
the NKGB as well as the soldiers (all ranks) of Mi€VD army (in total 4 people in each
group). The collaborators constituted 50-70% ofsadhe, route and railway station security
groups. The deportee echelons were secured bytlomI}KVD army (Regiment No. 211 of
railway security).

383 families consisting of 1,392 people (the fingbort reduced the family number to 382,
while the deportee number to 1,389ere deported from the districts of Alytus, Vilsju
Trakai, Utena, Svetionys, Zarasai and Ukmer@n 17 July.

365 families consisting of 1,294 people (the firggort increased the family number to 366,
while the deportee number to 1,3%8)ere deported from the districts of Birzai, Kaunas
Kédainiai, Mazeikiai, Paneézys, Raseiniai, TelSiai, Siauliai and Rokiskis d@njaly.

Deportations were also carried out on 15 Augusinffthe districts of Alytus and Trakai), and
on 30-31 August (from the districts of BirZai, R&kis, etc.). After the deportation of 152
people from the districts of Parigys and Svetionys on 01-03 September, the deportations
were cancelled.

The NKVD officers faced certain resistance for st time. On 24 July, during the
deportation process in Siauliai district, 14 gukasiand one NKVD officer were killed. A
farm of a deportee was burnt in BerZiniai Villagkakruojis county, while J. Siksriysvho
tried to escape, was shot in Pataniskiai Villageui county. The NKVD officers who
were shooting all running people in Birzai distrkited a shepherdess of some 13-14 years,
who was supposedly taken for a family member ofdéygorte®.

Now local collaborators (including local inhabitaht first secretaries of the district

committees of the LKP(b), chairmen of executive pottees and the agents of the People’s
Commissar Board (hereinafter — LKT) actively papidted in the drafting of deportee lists

and deportation execution. The latter were mostincerned with the arrangement of

deportee robbing and utilisation of the seized prtyp(livestock, grain, etc.), however, they

used to check deportee lists together with the NKedldiers in the stations.

During these deportations it was typical to exisple who were the members of guerrilla
families and their supporters, while their farmgtiwiew exceptions) were confiscated before
the deportation. Ridiculous was the demagogic msion to take with them “up to 1.5 ton of
their belongings” and the surprise of K. Didziulise agent of the LKT, at the fact that “as a
rule, all relocated families had very small amoahtaluables and products, therefore, they
did not take much with ther” The Communist figures were well-aware of what rdoo
awaited these people.

The provided document below shows the numbers aplpedeported in 1945 (see
Document 20 in the Annexes).

® The Plan of the Colonel Veselov, Head of Kaunasr@jonal Sector of the NKVD and the NKGB,
dated 08 July 1945 // Archives of the Ministry bétinterior (hereinafter — VRMA). Funds 139. Folder
1. File 6. Pages 2-3.

" Report to L. Berya, V. Merkulov, B. Kobulova, MuSova and A. Snikus concerning the
developments of the deportations in the operati@®tors of Utena and Vilnius // Lithuanian
Particular Archives. Funds 10. File 3/7. Page 98.

8 Ibidem. Page 121.

° Ibidem. Page 122.

1% beportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 1948145-1952. Page 117.

* Ibidem. Page 108.

12| ithuanian Particular Archives. Funds 10. File113?age 49.



Top Secret

CERTIFICATE
on the number of bandit families
deported beyond the boundaries of the Lithuanian S8

July August September Total in
1945
Districts Number | Family Number Family Number Family Number Family
of members of members | of families | members of members
families families families
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9
1. Alytus 88 317 103 374 - - 191 691
2. Birzai 24 72 12 48 - - 26 120
3. Vilnius 33 127 - - - - 33 127
4. Zarasai 42 148 12 34 - - 54 182
5. Kaunas 69 222 - - - - 69 222
6. Kedainiali 29 101 3 18 - - 32 119
7. Mazeikiai 39 139 - - - - 39 139
8. Panevzys 52 189 - - 31 103 83 292
9. Raseiniai 41 168 3 17 - - 44 107
10. TelSiai 29 107 - - - - 29 107
11. Trakai 44 180 33 115 - - 77 295
12. Ukmerg 55 204 16 62 - - 71 266
13. Utena a7 162 7 20 - - 54 182
14. Siauliai 53 179 - - - - 53 179
15. Svetionys 73 251 - - 14 49 87 300
16. Kretinga - - 24 88 - - 24 88
17. Lazdijai - - 32 134 - - 32 134
18. Marijampoé - - 77 396 - - 77 396
19. Rokiskis 30 166 17 86 - - 47 252
20. Joniskis - - 2 7 - - 2 7
21. Taurag - - 30 76 - - 30 76
22. Sakiai - - 40 120 - - 40 120
Total: 748 2,732 411 1,595 45 152 1,204 4,479
Lieutenant-Colonel, Head of the NKVD Banditry Cohepartment of the Lithuanian SSR
(Burylin)  (Signature)

02 February 1946

However, the above document is not very accurdberiAs usually, the NKVD officers did
not know how many people were deported in fact. @oeument says that froméHainiai
district on 17 July there were deported 32 famijliwhereas another mentions 29 families.
One document specifies that 268 people were daptmden Raseiniai district, while the other
mentions 169 people instead. According to one sutd8 families and 493 people were
deported on 15 August from the districts of Alytasd Trakai, meanwhile, a document
submitted earlier indicates 136 families and 488odees. According to yet other documents,
the nLéTber of deported families may be increaseg@ywhile the number of deportees by 5
people”.

13 Presumably the accuracy of the NKVD documentsdstart 98% only. Rf.: Ibidem. Funds 18. File
2/81. Pages 160, 163; Funds 10. File 2/29. Page TB&re also exist other differences between
documents: 35 families instead of 33 families waeported from Vilnius district, 75 families instead
of 73 families were deported from Swémys district. Rf.. Certificate issued by Major+@eal
Kaparalov on 03 August 1950 // Ibidem. File 5/506B Pages 42-13.



The NKVD reports included deportations of neitheer@an nor individual families.
Following the Resolution No. 326 (the document lsssified as “wire decision”) of the
USSR NKVD, dated 16 June 1945, the total of 6,380pe* (excluding Germans) were
deported to the Komi ASSR, Molotov (now Perm) andr8lovsk regions.

Just because the other terror method, i.e. thaimpfisonment and relocation of the
Lithuanians to the extermination camps (suppostaiyoncluding the cases), surpassed the
deportations, they only were renewed at the beginrif 1946. Until then, preparatory
activities had been conducted. On 02 February,faidlies (consisting of 1,305 adults and
561 children) were selected from 907 proposed &podtation in all districts. As well as in
1945, the majority of families had no property aoye) and their farms had been confiscated.

When the preparatory activities were accomplishiidjor-General J. Barta@ias, the
People’s Commissar of the Interior, on 15 Febrd®¥6, issued the first and the last public
order: “To arrest and deport the families of bamaihd bourgeois nationalist figures, who
failed to submit to the institutions of the Peopl€ommissariat of the Interior (..}’

The NKVD operated in a very close cooperation lith LKT of the Lithuanian SSR and the
Central Committee of the LKP(b). They had divis@iroles: ones collected and deported the
deportees, while the others confiscated and diggibtheir property remaining behind.

The deportations were arranged in four distridtege of Alytus, Marijampé| Lazdijai and
Taurag) on 18-21 February 1946. The lists of familiespm®ed for deportation expanded
thrice or four-fold within two weeks (02-17 Febrypahere. The total of 424 families (1,713
people}® were crammed into the echelons. After adding tickvidual deported families, the
total of deportees in 1946 sums up to 501 fam{{2882 peoplée), while 16,182 people were
transported to the concentration camps.

Small-scale deportations were carried out in Lithaan 1946-1947. Only imprisoned people
were relocated to a larger extent. No document#yirey the deportations of the Lithuanians
to other locations than Molotov (now Perm), Svevdloand Tumen regions as well as Komi
ASSR and Tajik SSSR, were detected. However, 1, thBianian families (5,201 peoplé)
(excluding those deported in Winter of 1947-194@Yyavsettled in the said exile locations on
01 February 1948.

On 10 and 18 December 1946, S. Kruglov, Ministethef Interior of the USSR, signed the

Directive No. 5672 and Order No. 0011%4oncerning the preparation of cases (for
deportations) for the families of the Lithuanianegillas and other “anti-Soviet elements”,

however, mass deportations started only in 194&mthe MGB took over a number of the

MVD functions.

On 29 September 1947, the Cabinet Council of th&RJadopted the Resolution for the
deportation of identified families of the guerrdland their supporters to the remote regions of

1 Report of the USSR MGB on the work conducted sjtkcial deportees in 1950 // State Archive of
the Russian Federation (hereinafter — RFVA). Flgdi®. Folder 1. File 641. Page 367.

'3 |bidem. Funds 3. File 15/22. Page 3.

18 149 families, 647 people in Alytus district, respeely 114 and 452 in MarijampéoHistrict, 66 and
277 in Lazdijai district, 95 and 364 in Taugadgistrict. Rf.: Report of J. Bartagias on 23 February
1946 to V. Riasnoy, Deputy People’s Commissar ef lititerior of the USRS, and A. Leontyev, the
Head of Senior Board of the Banditry Control Depeamt // Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents
in 1941, 1945-1952. Page 128.

17 Certificate issued on 14 April 1953 by Lieuten&eneral Zhukov, the Head of thB Bepartment of
the ' Senior Board of the USRS MVD // Lithuanian ParécuArchives. Funds 3. File 56/43. Volume
1. Page 247.

18 RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 435. Page 55eOtteportees were already dead. The certificate
of the USSR MVD on the birth rate and mortalitytbé special deportee’s children up to 16 years of
age indicates 880 Lithuanian children who died 46cchildren who were born in exile. Rf.: Ibidem.
File 436, Pages 65-66.

19 |bidem. File 641. Pages 65-66.



the USSR. For the enforcement of this Resolutioolo@l-General V. Abakumov, the
Minister of National Security of the USSR, on 16t@er 1947 subscribed a Decree
concerning the deportation of the aforementionexlilfes. Eager voices were raised in the
bureau of the Central Committee of the LKR(b). QrDcember, the bureau established that
“repressive measures (deportations) were used isidely” in response to the guerrilla
attacks and in respect of resistance supporterss Maportations started on the very same
day.

In December 1947, there were deported 736 famjiies 2,782 peopf8 while in January-
February of 1948, they deported 284 families (1,p8éple)j". All districts of Lithuania
suffered losses. From 129 to 363 people were depdrom each of theth Before 15 April
1948, the number of deported families reached 1(8Z38 deportees) 12,304 people (the
number though does not exceed 10,499 in any ofi¢pertation reports of 1945-1952) were
deported within two and a half years before theomdgeportation of 1948. Although the
struggle with resistance movement and its supporserved as the pretext for the
deportations, subsequent documents single out 317838 in 1945; 2,107 in 1947-1948) so-
called kulak®'. It is easy to arrive at a conclusion that in 19948 the majority of people
selected for deportation were chosen not becausapgorting the resistance movement, but
in order to implement the postulate of the Commiudisology, i.e. “to liquidate the kulaks as
the class” (that is to annihilate well-off peas&ftsThe perception of property and labour of
these peasants was not in-line with the Commuwoigtrdis. The said selection principle of the
deportees prevailed in 1948-1951, when the Comrhuei®rm in agriculture, including
forced collectivisation of land, was being conddcie Lithuania, and Lithuanian resistance
was not so capable as during the first years. Tovie® achieved the same results in
Lithuania as had been achieved in the Soviet Ua#ty in 1930-1933.

The major deportations of the Lithuanians during tleriod of 1948-1951 were carried out
pursuant to the following Resolutions of the Cabi@euncil of the USSR: No. 447-160-ss
dated 21 February 1948, No. 390-138-ss dated 29a3n11949, and No. 3309-1568-ss dated
05 September 1951 The first two deportations were officially targdtat the families of
identified guerrillas and hiding persons, killedegillas and convicted persons, also at
resistance supporters (the Soviet ideology treatedupporters of anti-Soviet resistance as
“kulaks™. The deportations of 1951 were directaghiast the peasants who withstood the
collectivisation wave and did not give up theiriindual farms, and against “kulaks who
acted against collective farm&” Puppet Cabinet Council of the Lithuanian SSR kual
branch of the MGB used to detail in their instrao and orders all resolutions adopted by
both the Cabinet Council of the USSR and the MGBe Tinal approval of the resolutions
concerning the deportations of so-called kulaks pexrformed by the Cabinet Council of the
Lithuanian SSR, while those concerning the deportatf the families of guerrillas and their
supporters were approved by the Extraordinary Cbohthe USSR MGB.

The district (region) branches of the MGB were @gghin the preparations for deportations
and the conclusion of cases for deportees, whiée sbcretaries of the LKP(b) regional

%0 Certificate of Major-General P. Kapralov, dated Bhuary 1948 // Ibidem. Funds 3. File 41/135.
Volume 1. Page 21.

L |bidem. Page 122.

%2 Certificate on the operational status and the M&@ration during the period from15 November
1947 to 19 January 1948 // Ibidem. Page 87.

2 Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 11

24 Certificate of Lieutenant-General Zhukov, issuedld April 1953 // Lithuanian Particular Archives.
Funds 3. File 56/43. Volume 1. Page 247.

% That is only formal translation of the Soviet tersince all deportees (including poor farmers) were
called “kulaks”.

% RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 641. Pages 36F-B@iblicised irDeportations of the Lithuanian
Residents in 1941, 1945-19%2ages 155, 303, 392.

%" Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 18



committees and the chairmen of the executive coteestapproved the lists of people to be
deported. The year 1951 was some kind of excepiitce the deportee lists were drafted by
the local Soviet institutions.

The preparations for the major deportations weceeseThey were carried out by the MGB
and the MVD internal (the™Riflemen Division, later joined by thé'®one, too), border,
railway security (Regiment No. 211) armies, aidgdthe armed forces, militia and the
collaborators. They were also supported by extreefofrom Russia and Belarus, which used
to commission 2.5 thousand or more MGB officersh&ador the execution of deportations
in May 1948 alone there were rallied 30,118 officef the MGB and the MVD, soldiers,
military officers and the collaborators. They wesepported by 11,446 members of the
Communist party and Soviet activiStsThe commissioners of the USRS MGB used to make
visits from Moscow, too. In May 1948, Lithuania wassited by Lieutenant-General S.
Ogolcov, the Deputy Minister of National Securifytile USSR, together with the operational
group (including Lieutenant-Colonel Starozhuk, ltenant-Colonel Labutin, and Major
Brind®®) of the 2% Senior Council of the USSR MGB. In March 1949 &eptember-October
1951, Lieutenant-General J. Jeduiipthe Deputy Head of the"2Senior Council of the
USSR MGB, paid a visit to Lithuania, too. The gadeccampaigns were minutely planned
and controlled with their assistance.

The following summary reflects the losses suffdogd._ithuania because of the deportations
conducted during 1945-1949.

Table 43 Deportee distribution in terms of districts in 19451949

No District July-Sep] Feb. Dec.1947- May Mar- Total
1945 1946 Feb.1948 1948 Apr.1949

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
1. Alytus 691 647 345 1,367 595 3,645
2. AnykXiai - - - 751 620 1,371
3. Birzai 120 - - 1,175 1,229 2,524
4.  Joniskis 7 - - 1,278 1,018 2,303
5. Jurbarkas - - - 501 278 779
6. Kalvarijos - - - - 577 577
7. KaiSiadorys - - - 633 416 1,049
8. Kaunas 222 - - 2,190 1,012 3,424
9. Kelme - - - 698 569 1,267
10. Kedainiai 119 - - 1,250 631 2,000
11. Klaipeda - - - 919 1,062 1,981
12. Kretinga 88 - 364 1,850 1,425 3,727
13. Kupiskis - - 246 1,196 524 1,966
14. Kur&nai - - 227 632 692 1,551
15. Lazdijai 134 227 218 1,530 911 3,070
16. Marijampok 396 425 165 1,295 671 2,952
17. Mazeikiai 193 - - 1,438 1,699 3,276
18. Paggiai - - - 206 291 497
19. Pane¥zys 292 - 267 2,019 1,181 3,759
20. Pasvalys - - 130 945 1,237 2,212
21. Plung - - 247 1,095 879 2,221

%8 |bidem. Page 18.

% Report of Lieutenant-General S. Ogolcov, the DegpMinister of National Security of the USSR,
and D. Jefimov, Minister of National Security ofethithuanian SSR, dated May 1948, to Colonel-
General V. Abakumov, the Minister of National Sétyuof the USSR // Deportations of the Lithuanian
Residents in 1941, 1945-1952. Page 210.

%0 Report of Major-General P. Kapralov, dated 12 J1@d8, to Lieutenant-General S. Ogolcov //
Lithuanian Particular Archives. Funds 3. File 367age 16.

%1 Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 15



No District July-Sep] Feb. Dec.1947- May Mar- Total
1945 1946 Feb.1948 1948 Apr.1949

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
22. Prienai - - - 1,019 675 1,694
23. Radviliskis - - 159 913 1,097 2,169
24. Raseiniai 185 - 165 940 486 1,776
25. Rokiskis 252 - 217 1,145 1,278 2,892
26. Sakiai 120 - 144 925 1,247 2,436
27. Siauliai 179 - 222 1,623 1,412 3,436
28. Silute - - - 517 215 768
29. Sirvintos - - - - 688 688
30. Svertionys 300 - - 702 764 1,766
31. Taurag 76 364 181 1,291 734 2,646
32. TelSiai 107 - 135 1,200 576 2,018
33. Trakai 295 - - 394 604 1,293
34. Ukmerg 266 - 34 1,617 915 2,842
35. Utena 182 - - 1,101 526 1,809
36. Varéna - - 315 979 427 1,721
37. Vilkaviskis - - 157 1,333 552 2,042
38. Vilkija - - - - 344 344
39. Vilnius 127 - - 624 773 1,524
40. Zarasai 182 - - 571 915 1,668
Total: 4,479 1,713 3,938 39,766 31,588 81,484

The table has been drafted based on the followiitéali documents, which do not reflect the final
results of the deportations: Certificate issuedigyNKVD of the Lithuanian SSR in September 1945 //
Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 194345t1952. Page 121; Report of Major-General J.
BartaSiinas on 23 February 1946 // Ibidem, page 129. @t of Major Grishin of April 1948 //
Ibidem, page 158. Certificate of Lieutenant-Gendraledunov of August 1948 // Ibidem, pages 297-
299. Certificates of Major-General P. Kapralov @& April 1949 on the major and the additional
deportations of 1949 // Lithuanian Particular Axgs. Funds 10. File 5/30 (280). Pages 259-263.

All deportations bore tragical resemblance in resmd their inhumanity. The deportation
operation of 1948, which had a code name “Vesngtifg), was carried out on 22-23 May.
The Moscow plans intended to deport 12,134 families 48,000 peoplg to Yakutia (later
changed to Buryatia-Mongolia ASSR) and Krasnoyaregion. The MGB and their
supporters managed to collect and seize 27,023Igpenp 22 May. 10,665 families, i.e.
36,932 people (10,615 children, 14,888 women, ah@2B men) were crammed into
echelons before 2 pm on 23 May. 11,068 people nehég find temporary escapeTo
fulfil the deportation plan, the MGB collected avfthousand more people following the lists
often compiled by illiterate local activists. Eveld women aged 95 and 112, who were
unable to walk, were brought to the station ongtnetcher¥. Free labour force was needed
in Siberia, therefore, these old women were leftaported. However, that was an exception
only. In case, they failed to collect all enlistiimilies, the officers took other families,
selected by the security officers and collaboratmrg¢he echelons. Even the lists were often
compiled in the stations after bringing there tamifies®. All people found in the besieged
steading such as children without parents or pareithout children were taken. Quite

%2 The report of J. Bartaiiias and V. Bochkov, the Council Head of Convoy Awhyhe USRS MVD,

of 18 May 1948 tcS. Kruglov, Minister of the Interior of the USSRRFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1.
File 427. Pages 1-2. The document has been puddidis whole inDeportations of the Lithuanian
Residents in 1941, 1945-1952age 178.

% Wire messages of Lieutenant-General V. BochkovMajbr-General J. Bartasias to S. Kruglov //
RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 427. Page 60.

% Certificate issued on 02 July 1948 on the fornmatid deportee echelons and their departure //
Ibidem. Page 71.

% |bidem. Page 70.



relevant in this case was the proposal of Lieuteftamneral S. Ogolcov “to allow admitting
into the echelons of the relocated those Lithuaniaho will request a permit to leave
Lithuania together with the relocated on their freidl” *°. Former deportee A. Jakstien
recalls “The husband of Chodos#&ere was a prisoner. When their children were taken to
the railway wagon, she was away from home. Whencsime back, she did not find her
children. So she went to ask the permit to be etmtwith them®.

When the echelons set out to the deportation deiiirs, 40,002 peopfewere already
crammed into them (yet according to the other smuttte echelons carried 39,766 people,
including 10,897 children, 16,499 women and 12,31th9. 8,679 family members of these
deportees remained unseized and stayed in Lithu@imea MGB had plans to necessarily
deport 7,184 out of these pedfe Officers of the MGB and the MVD, soldiers and
collaborators would shoot people who tried to esc&jive people were thus shiotOne man

of the deported people from Kaunas, seventy-yehrn@nauskas, plunged into a well and
drowned on 22 M&Y.

Each echelon going to to the deportation destinatimntained 304-443 families, 915-1,656
people (including 280-586 children). During thensportation in the animal wagons, people
started to die. One to five persons died in eatielea before reaching the destination place.
For example, five people died out of 915 in the ebmh No. 97914 despatched from
KaiSiadorys station to Jarvec station (Krasnoyagegfon). The Superintendent of this echelon
Captain Komarov shot deportee Rekaws, who tried to run away in Krichev station,
Mogiliov region. Out of 25,852 people (no data fduon the deportation of other people)
transported to the deportation destinations, 28 (ithe dead were brought out of the train
and left beside the roall), 35 got ill (were left behind in the stations ped), 27 fell behind
(sometimes children would fall behind, too) ande®le escaped during the relocation. Part
of the deportees were taken without any food prongs (these were people seized in cities
mostly). People who had lost all their property eveobbed once again. The guards would
maraud scanty food provisions of the deporteesghwvfullowing the MGB instructions had to
“suffice for 45 days”, took away their bard and tfitaPeople were mocked at during the
entire trip. Sometimes they were served “taintdzbege soup and at times they were allowed
to fill in their bottles with boiled watef®. In the Maryinsk station, Senior Lieutenant
Gryaznov prohibited serving food to the deporteastlte whole. The Superintendent of
another station, Lieutenant Kolotilin, demandedvileg him five girls for the passing
permission to the echeldfis

The deportees were transported in this way for re¢weeeks. One echelon with deportees
suffered an accident on 01 June 1948. 19 depontess killed and 57 injured. Those killed
were buried at the spot, that is, in the statioduwhatov (23 km from Ufa). Other deportees

% Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 19415-1952. Page 179.

37 Jakstier A. Sibiro taigoje (In the Siberian Taiga) // "Tautvo" karalystje (In the Kingdom of the
“Nations’ Father”). Page 136

% Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 16

% Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 19045-1952. Page 208-209.

“0 Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 16

“! Report of A. Snigkus, dated June 1948, to A. Zhdanov, Secretarp@fQentral Committee of the
VKR(b) // Deportations of the Lithuanian Resideimd941, 1945-1952. Page 259.

2 Wire message of Lieutenant-General V. Bochkov sajbr-General J. Bartafiias at 10 am of 23
May 1948 // RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 42dg® 62.

43 Jakstier A. Sibiro taigoje... (In the Siberian Taiga) Page.139

4 Certificate of Junior Lieutenant Bolotov, date@ July 1948, on the formation and departure of the
echelons // RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 42agd269-73. (Minor section of this document (table
of echelons) has been publicised Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 194945:1952
Pages 266-267.) No detailed data found on thepmatetion circumstances of other 15,000 deportees.
%5 Zitkeviiiené L. Sugizimas (The Return) // "Taytévo" karalystje (In the Kingdom of the “Nations’
Father”). Page 120.

“ RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 427. Page 75.



reached their destination, i.e. lgark, a monthrfatéccording to incomplete data, minimum
50 Lithuanians were killed during the journey te tleportation destination.

The second major deportation, MGB code name "Prii#jyash), was carried out on 25-28
March 1949. The deportations were concurrentlyrged in Latvia and Estonia, too. 8,500
families (25,500 people) were intended to be degidirtom Lithuania.

This time the plans were exceeded right away. B3af8cers of the MVD and the MGB,
soldiers and military officers, 7,166 collaboratarsd 9,500 Soviet and party activists formed
the deportation execution groups (each group ctatsf one officer either from the MGB or
the MVD, two soldiers, two collaborators and th&aviet and Communist party activists)
that crammed 8,765 families (28,981 people inclgdsn357 children, 11,541 women and
9,083 merif into animal wagons and despatched before 31 Mdafisle. people were shot
during the deportation procedure.

Since the Lithuanian people had already seen a eunfbmass deportations, judging by the
symptoms (the arrivals of new security groups, engathelons, etc.) they could forecast in
advance that a new genocide campaign was appragadHhie relatives of those imprisoned or
deported did not sleep at home at nights, stayéiding and tried to hide their children, too.
During the first wave of deportations, the MGB ¢ailto find 3,236 families and 3,912
individuals. The total of 13,777 peofilenanaged to avoid deportation in March 1949. 5,235
peoplé® were collected instead of them according to theaelists compiled by the MGB,
Soviet and party activists. Tautagegion where over half of the people escaped the
deportation could serve as an example.

“Paper” instructions concerning the catering andliced help to the deportees were supposed
to mask the inhumanity of the deportations. Attiéfspeople, including a number of babies,
died during the relocation.

On 10-20 April, they organised the manhunt of théseilies that managed to escape
deportations, and two additional echelons of desrtwere formed in Gubernija (Siauliai)
station. V. Riasnoy, the Deputy Minister of the Miny of the Interior of the USSR,
considered them to be “esp. dangerous contingenvfiom the wagons had to be equipped
like for prisoners™. 2,927 people (680 children, 926 women and 1,38m)rwere deported
in this way to the gold mines of "LenzolotdCompany in Bodaib (according to revised data,
3,090 peopl® were deported).

During the deportations of March-April 1949, 9,5anilies (31,917 peopl&)were deported
from Lithuania. One does not have to be an expeset that the genocide organisers were
provided with inaccurate numbers of the deporteag;e they were based on preliminary
calculations. Minimal number of the deportees sti@tiind at either 32,270 or 32, 73T his

4" Report of Major Mordvinenko of August 1948 // |bid. Page 161.

“8 Report of Colonel Efremov of 03 April 1949 to ViaRnoy, the Deputy Minister of the Ministry of
the Interior of the USSR // Ibidem. File 475. Pdde; Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in
1941, 1945-1952. Pages 337-338. According to rdvidata, 29,180 people (8,817 families) were
deported. Rf.: Report of Major-General P. Kapraldated 16 April 1949 // Lithuanian Particular
Archives. Funds 10. File 5/30 (280). Page 259.

“9 Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 18

Y Report of Colonel M. Zaharov of 05 April 1945 /éportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 1941,
1945-1952. Pages 358-359.

*1 Deed of V. Riasnoy dated 15 April 1949 // RFVAnEs 9479. Folder 1. File 475. Page 202.

%2 | etter of V. Riasnoy to M. Doshlov, the Head of BI\Irkutsk Council // Ibidem. Page 198.

3 Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 18

> Report of S. Kruglov to J. Stalin, V. Molotov, Berya and G. Malenkov of 09 May 1949 // RFVA.
Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 475. Page 228. (The mieat publicised inDeportations of the Lithuanian
Residents in 1941, 1945-19%2ages 386-388. Different mailing date indicateccimr

%5 Certificate issued by Lieutenant-General ZhukovidnApril 1953 // Lithuanian Particular Archives.
Funds 3. File 56/43. Volume 1. Page 247.



genocide campaign achieved what other kinds obitdailed to. “Stormy collectivisation”
began and the numbers of Comsomols incréskdvas made clear that one could avoid
deportation to Siberia by giving up their farms ‘@nfree will” (obeying collectivisation),
while the young had to give up their beliefs.

The MGB organised a few large- and small-scale dapons from Lithuania within the
period from June 1949 to August 1952. They occuore@6 June, 07 July 1949, 14 April, 01-
02, 19 September 1950, 31 March — 01 April, 19-8pt&8mber, 02-03 October, 30 November
1951, 23 January, 06 August 185X he thing that is common to all these deportatisrthat
the Soviet and Communist party activists (LKP(bretaries of various ranks, committee
members, chairmen and members of executive conasijttetc.) took esp. active part in
compiling the deportee lists. The majority of thestivists came from Russia. The extent of
the terror increased. Mass deportations in AuturdBllwere executed only in Lithuania,
while there were none committed in Latvia or Estoni

For the enforcement of the Resolution “Concernihg Relocation of Kulaks and their

Families from the Lithuanian SSR”, issued by thebi@at Council of the USSR on 05

September 1951, the MGB enlisted “kulak” famili&sey identified 4,215 families of these
peasants (14,950 people), whereas every otheeof (8,258 families} had already gave up

their property and joined the collective farms. Tl of families entered into the deportee
lists was 5,001. As before, the MGB formed 2,60p€et@tional groups” for the execution of
deportations. 15,088 MGB officers, soldiers, miljtafficers, militiamen and collaborators as
well as 8,000 Soviet Communist activists joined ¢henpaigr’. This deportation campaign

was called “Osen” (Autumn).

Before midnight of 02 October 1951, 3,992 famili@$,041 peopf8) were detained in
Lithuania. A thousand more people were collected08nOctober. When 16,150 people
(5,278 children, 577 women and 5,090 men) wereegath the echelons set out to the
deportation destination in Krasnoyarsk region. 2,88ople, whom the MGB officers did not
find in their homes, remained undeported (theyudetl 121 already deceased, 13 deported
earlier, 91 arrested people and 53 escafes)

39 childrei never reached deportation destinations. Theithdemiarked the entire route of
the Lithuanians to Siberia.

Table 44 shows how many people and when becamadtiras of these genocide campaigns.
It provides data only on the deportation of 111,980ple in 1945-1952 (the MGB reduced
this number to 106,087 then the KGB increased to 108,352However these figures are
not final since they do not include a few victimk tbe smaller-scale deportations. For
example, only 2,668 deportees of the year 1952naheded, while in fact within that year at
least 2,934 peopf@ were deported. Total number of deportees in 1B82should amount
to at least 118,060 Even more Lithuanians were transported to GULA@gs and colonies
but that is the subject of the next chapter.

%8 Certificate on the additional operation "Pribdj¥ RMA. Funds 135. Folder 7. File 170. Page 22.

> Certificate issued on 22 August 1952 on the degioris carried out in August 1951 — 01 August

1952 // Lithuanian Particular Archives. Funds 3e E6/28. Pages 194-195.

%8 Certificate of Security Commissar P. Kapralov lu# Lithuanian SSR, dated 06 September 1951 //
VRMA. Funds 125. Folder 71. File 328. Page 30.

%9 Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 19415-1952. Page 398.

% Certificate on the deportation progress // VRMANEs 135. Folder 7. File 328. Page 130.

®1 Certificate of P. Kapralov, dated 07 December 1@%didem. Page 275.

62 Rf.: Certificate of Major Turov, dated 29 April 88 // RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 641. Page
282. The number of women was increased by 100ewhd number of children decreased by 100 here.
%3 Ibidem. Funds 3. File 56/28. Page 264.

® Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents in 19045-1952. Page 424.

®® |bidem.

% Ministry of the Interior of the Republic of Lithn& has data only on 113,000 people deported in
1945-1952.



The Lithuanians have always constituted the latygres of Communist genocide victims.
Before 1946-1952, 676,835 pedplevho were called “specially relocated persons”tia
documents of both the MVD and the MGB) were reledab the deportation destination in
the Soviet Union. Nearly each sixth deportee wasithfuanian nationality, while in some
years Lithuanians used to constitute even 50%l tfi@ldeported persons (see Table 45).

®7 This number is not accurate since it does notitelthe victims of any small-scale deportations.



Table 44 Major Deportations and the Number of the Victims

No. Ordered by Deportation Number Number indicated in th¢ Numbe | Deportation
date indicated in the | later documents of thel r of the | Destination
preliminary MVD, the MVD and deporte
documents of the the MGB d
MVD and the .
VGB chlrl]dre
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
1. Order No. 4/0174 issued 20 04 - 03 05 1,048 854 were not addedto 313 Stalinabad
by the NKVD of the 1945 the number of Lithuan. Region
Lithuanian SSR on 18 deportees (Tajik SSR)
April 1945
2. Resolution No. 328 of the 17 07 -03 09 6,320 4,479 X Komi ASSR,
USSR NKVD of 16 June 1945 Molotov and
1945 Sverdlovsk
Region
3. " 18-21 02 1946 2,082 2,082 576 Sverdlovsk
Region
4, Resolution of the Cabinet 12 1947 2,782 2,782 X Tomsk,
Council of the USSR of Tumen
29 September 1947 Region,
Komi ASSR
5. " 01-02 1948 1,156 1,134 X Tomsk
Region,
Krasnoyarsk
Region
6. Resolution N0.447-160 of 2227 05 1948 40,002 39,482 11,066 Krasnoyarsk
the Cabinet Council of "Vesna" region,
the USSR of 21 February Irkutsk
1948 District,
Buryatia-
Mongolia
ASSR
7. Resolution N0.309-138 of 25-28 03 1949 29,180 28,981 8,357 Irkutsk
the Cabinet Council of "Priboj" District,
the USSR of 29 January Krasnoyarsk
1949 Region
8. " 10-20 04 1949 3,090 2,927 680 Irkutsk
District
9. " 06 06 1949  apprx. 500 X X "
10. " 07 07 1949 279 X X "
11. " 14 04, 1-2 09, 1,355 761 X Altai and
19 09 1950 Chabarovsk
Region
12. Resolution No. 377-190 of 3103-0104 433 X X Irkutsk and
the Cabinet Council of the 1951 Tomsk
USSR of 13 February 1951, Region
Resolution No.667-339 of
the Cabinet Council of the
USSR of 03 March 1951
13. Resolution No. 3309-1568- 20-21 09 1951 3,807 2,987 1,255 Irkutsk
vs of the Cabinet Council of District
the USSR of 05 September
1951
14. " 2-310 1951 16,150 16,109 5,278 Krasndyars



No. Ordered by Deportation Number Number indicated in th¢ Numbe | Deportation
date indicated in the | later documents of thel r of the | Destination
preliminary MVD, the MVD and | deporte
documents of the the MGB d
MVD and the ;
VGB Ch|r|1dre
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
"Osen" Region
15. " 03 10 1951 334 X 73 "
16. Resolution N0.3309- 30111951 452 X X Altai Region
1568-vs of the Cabinet
Council of the USSR of
05 September 1951
" 23 01 1952 2,195 1,844 519 Krasnoyarsk
Region
" 6-7 07 1952 465 X X X
Resolution of the 5-6 08 1952 359 X X Krasnoyarsk
Extraordinary Council of Region
the USSR MGB
Total: 111,990 104,422 28,147

The table has been drafted based on the aforemedt@ocuments from the sources stored in
the Lithuanian Particular Archives, RFVA and VRMA well as the following documents:
Certificate of Major-General P. Kondakov, dated &aber 1951 // Lithuanian Particular
Archives. Funds 3. File 56/28. Page 264; Certifcat 22 August 1952 on the number of
deportees // Ibidem. Pages 194-195.

4The number of children among 1,644 deportees.
® The number of children deported during this campaias reduced to 10,897.
°RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 642. Page 282.

¢ Another document mentions the deportation of @8yfamilies (306 people including 111
men, 122 women, 73 children). Rf.: Report of M&B®neral P. Kapralov to A. Sriaus,
dated 03 October // Lithuanian Particular Archiveésnds 10. File 5/51 (306). Page 205.

® RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 642. Page 284.
" Lithuanian Particular Archives. Funds 10. Fil2 @829). Page 37.

9 The age of 14,874 persons remains unknown. Childmere not separated but considering
that they constituted about 30% of all deporteestétal number of deported children would
amount to over 32,000.



Table 45 Proportion of Lithuanian Deportees Among All Peopé Deportedin the USSR

Year People deported in Number of Percentage of
the USSR Lithuanian deportees Lithuanians (%)

1946-1947 255,198 8,402 3.2
1948 89,261 43,940 49.2
1949 221, 263 33,500 15.1
1950 43,063 1,355 3
1951 45,48% 21,177 46.5
1952 22,599 2,934 13
Total: 676,835 111,308 16.4

The table has been drafted based on the aforemedtisources as well as the Certificate of Major
Turov, dated 29 April 1953 // RFVA. Funds 9479.d®l1. File 641. Page 270. The data on the people
deported in the USSR in 1945 are incomplete.

® Deportees of December 1947 are not included higortumber. In the documents of the MVD and the
MGB they are usually attributed to the deportee$9a8.

® Rf.: Grunskis E Deportations of the Lithuanian Residents... Page 18.
¢ Lithuanian deportees were not included into thisher.

4 The document also mentions another number — 33R79RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 641.
Page 282.

€ This number includes only 2,195 Lithuanians degmbih January 1952. Rf.: Ibidem. Page 284.

It has to be noted that the population of Lithuamia@er occupation constituted only 1/75 of
the entire population of the Soviet Union. In 190150, the Russians who were deported as
kulaks in 1930-1933 were started to be releasethenUSSR (864,000 people released).
Different policy was conducted in respect of thehuanians though. They were deemed
“kulaks” (as many as % of all deportees were |@oelith this epithet) and deported to the
locations where living conditions were much hardéamely the children aged 16 of the post-
war deportees were subjected to the inhuman Omjapliéd to the deportees of certain
nationalities only) issued by the Presidium of tapreme Council of the USSR on 26
November 1948, which provided for the punishmemttfee deportee escape (20 years of
servitude), whereas later the deportation term&wanulled and the deportees were destined
to remain in Siberia forever.



(Deported) Lithuanians in Siberia

At least 118,000 people, by force deported fronmdinia in 1945-1952, found themselves
under the supervision of the special governoratethe NKVD (MVD) in a vast territory
stretching from Komi to Yakutia and the Tajik SSRthough, in principle, their status was
the same, the documents of the NKVD (MVD) classdifieem into three categories:
1) the relocatedvyslannye- Russ.), i.e. deported pursuant to the judgemehthe
NKGB and the NKVD Courts;
2) those settled by forcesgyl'no-poselency Russ.), i.e. exiled after the term of
imprisonment in the extermination camps and prigxmsred,;
3) those settled for a special purpospecposelencyRuss.), i.e. deported pursuant to
the Resolution of the Government most often foobging to a certain nationalffyy

The Lithuanians were usually classified as “thasflex] for a special purpose” (deportees of
1941)%° and “those settled by force”. Pursuant to the Reism No. 35 “The Legal Status of
the Special Deportee€issued by the Government of the Soviet Union od@8uary 1945,
the deportees had no right to leave the deportddication and had to check in the special
governorates regularly. The said Resolution of Il demagogically stated that the
deportees “exercise all rights except the free simgp of the place of residendg”
Furthermore, they were attached to some deforestaite, industrial enterprise or had to
perform some other tasks.

The situation of the first post-war deportees waeeially difficult. The deportees deported
to the Tajik SSR in June 1945 were dispersed tocttlective farms of the Vahsho River
Valley. The majority of these deportees died witthia first two years because of wearisome
labour in the cotton fields, diseases (malaria,) etied famine. Since they were classified as
Germans, very scanty data on their destiny remaims.entire families of the deportees who
died were simply removed from the lists of the NK\épecial governorates. According to
preliminary data, 300 deportees from Lithuania died945, 280 in 1946, 80 in 1947, 30 in
1948, and 20 in 1949 in the Tajik SSR. Former dieggsrrecall: “There was neither a rag nor
a sack for shrouding them, let alone any boards fooffin. Usually only a cheesecloth scarf
was wrapped on the head (./3)”

The high mortality rate of the deportees little comed the NKVD officers so far as it did not
interfere with the plan fulfilment of labour foremployment. After all, the Lithuanians
deported to Komi, Molotov, Sverdlovsk and Tumenioag in 1945-1946 were supposed to
carry out the most difficult works, i.e. deforestatand rafting’. They had to toil without any
training or preparation. Old and ailing deporteeseanot able to work and gradually died off.

Large families could not feed all children. Peopiere looking for any rescue possible and,
first of all, they tried to escape back to LithumnOnly 5,201 people remained out of 8,402
Lithuanian deporteé$(deported in Summer 1945 and February 1946) oRebituary 1948.
Among the deceased ones there were 880 childrémding 142 who died in 1942, 351 in
1946 and 387 in 1947 In comparison with the deportees of other natities, Lithuanians

% pProvisions of registration categories // RFVA. 8819479. Folder 1. File 615. Pages 196-199.

% They were attributed to the deportee categonttudse settled by force” in 1952. REZemskov V. N
Cernye dyry istorii (Black Holes in History) // Ragiat 1990. No. 9. Page 56.

"0 Certificate of Lieutenant-Colonel V. Alidin on thegal status of special deportees, dated 13 March
1954 /I RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 836. Pagg.

™ Ibidem. Page 216.

"2 Tarasonis V., Bajofinas A., Gediminskas.Dietuvos tremtiniai TadZikijoje (Lithuanian Depees

in the Tajik SSR). Page 15-17.

8 Rawnas RKomiy Zentje (In Komi Land). Kaunas, 1995. Page 44.

" The documents of the NKVD (MVD) mention the depticn of only 6,402 Lithuanians.

> The certificate on the birth rate and mortalitytled special deportee’s children up to 16 yearsgef

/I RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 436. Pages 65Faissian historian V. Zemskov provides the data



escaped most often: in 1945-1947, 113 (44 werehthogt of 908 Lithuanian deportees in
Komi escaped (data of 01 February 1948), 599 escgji caught) out of 2,438 in Molotov
Region, 253 escaped (114 caught) out of 1,042 erdbavsk Region, and 11 escaped (1
caught) out of 453 in Tumen Region. Special depohtenting squads awaited deportees
attempting to return to their Fatherland, while MBG was consistently persecuting them in
Lithuania. Captured deportees were convicted foeethyears of “corrective labour” in the
camps or returned to the deportation destinatimme®imes families that escaped were
separated, i.e. parents imprisoned, while childreturned to the previous deportation
destination. However, this hardly deterred the dies who with increasing insistence tried
to return home. On 01 February 1948, the MGB wilissstarching for 603 Lithuanians which
accounts for 11.78% of the deportees of 1945-19d@(while, they searched for 3.28%
Ukrainian and 2.06% Russian (Vlasov’s followerspaigees)’.

Starting from 1948 when mass deportations of tltuanians began, the condition of the
deportees was further restricted and regulatechbyResolutions of the USSR Government
(“On the Deportee, Forced and Special Relocatial@ted 21 February 1948, “On those
Settled by Force”, dated 24 November 1948) as aglihe Orders issued by the MVD and
the MGB (MVD Order No. 00246 of 08 March 1948, MVOrder No. 001145 of 07
December 1948, and MGB Order No.00552 of 16 Noverhbs0)".

Legal status of the deportees was regulated bfotlosving provisions:

1) the deportees had no right to leave the deportat@stination without the MVD
permit;

2) they had marks on the restriction of the residepiege (only deportation region)
made in their passports by the militia, but thespasts were taken from them and
returned in 1955 only);

3) at least once per month the deportees were chettiads, the adults had to check in
the special governorates, which were entitled tguest more frequent check-in
depending on the *“dangerousness” and “provision ahployment and
accommodation” of the deportee. Meanwhile, the gowmes had to check the adult
deportees in their places of residence personalthrough their supervisors at least
twice per month;

4) pursuant to the Order “On the Criminal Chargestlier Escape from the Deportation
Destinations” issued by the Presidium of the Supréouncil of the USSR on 25
November 1948, each captured refugee was sentéodeeenty years of servitude
(formally the Order was applicable only to Cheche@grmans, Crimean Tartars
deported during war and the deportees of otheomalities, yet it was applied to
Lithuanian, Latvians, Estonians and Ukrainians);too

5) pursuant to the Decision adopted by the Cabinein€ibof the USSR on 03 June
1948, each deportee could be imprisoned for “thidmnce of work™.

The attitudes of those who organised the genodidleeoLithuanian nation are well reflected
in their position towards the deportee childrenribgyithe period of 1945-1952, over 32,000
children were deported. As indicated in the MVD ulments, there were instructions to
“deport all persons of the specified nationalifi€aucasian nations, Germans who lived along
Volga River - A. A], including children. Corresponding instructiomsgere given in the
subsequent decisions of the Governm@nt'Family registration cards” were issued to the
family heads in the deportation locations. All fimhembers (in spite of their age) as well as

of children mortality as the mortality of all depes in his article. RfZemskov V. NCernyje dyry
istorii (Black Holes in History) // Raduga. 19900 M\0. Page 56.

6 Certificate issued by Colonel Shiyan, dated 08ad¥1ar948 // Ibidem; RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1.
File 435. Pages 6, 9-11.

" Ibidem. File 836. Page 215.

8 |bidem. Pages 215-216.

9 Certificate “On the Children of Special Deporteésiued by Lieutenant-Colonel V. Alidin on 13
March 1954 // Ibidem. File 836. Page 217.



children born in the deportation location were umied into these cards. After they turned
sixteen, personal registration files were compfladthem like for all adult deportees. Thus,
the position of the old and the young was the safaethe deportees were united not only by
blood. The documents did not indicate Lithuaniaatvian or Estonian nationality, and only
the attitude of the NKVD officers towards childreeflected their anti-Lithuanian, anti-
Latvian and anti-Estonian position. Only peopleceftain nationalities were meant to be
exterminated in the destination locations. Sinae nlationality of a child was established
according to his/her father's nationality, thereswareseen a possibility to make the new-
borns deportees also. In his reply of 06 Januad61® the Head of the NKVD Special
Deportee Department of the Council of Molotov Regithe Head of the Special Deportee
Department of the USSR NKVD explained that “childiteorn in the families of a deportee
and non-deportee woman should be entered intaetiister, while children born to a deportee
woman and non-deportee man do not have to beehiisto the registef®.

When the restrictions of the deportee regime weadarmore stringent, the policy directed
against the Lithuanians and other “unreliable” aragi (Chechens, Latvians, Estonians, etc.)
was made even more clear-cut in September 194&u§lov, Minister of the Interior of the
USSR, and Safonov, Solicitor-General, set the ghaeefor entering deportee children (over
16 years of age) into the general deportee regithet is, for eternal deportation). After
turning 16, children born in mixed families of defges and non-deportees, had the right to
choose their father’s or mother’s nationality. @réin who chose the nationality of a deportee
father or mother were entered into deportee ragistbereas children who opted for the
nationality of a non-deportee, were not enlisted ihis registéf. That was the method for
encouraging denationalisation. The young generatigro renounced their nationality,
language and culture could elude the destiny off tharents. Meanwhile the children of
Russian deportees (so-called Vlasov followers and@zniki”), who supposedly suffered the
same fate, were not included into the deporteestegiat all. Lithuanians, among whom
mixed families were a rare phenomenon, were maogesuto the following Paragraph 12 of
the said Order: “Children younger than 16 who escapm the deportation location, after
capturing them, shall be sent to the deportatieation of their parents. In the event they are
orphans [i.e. their parents died in the exile — A.the captured minors shall be placed in the
foster homes®. Sixteen-year-olds and older refugees were seetene twenty years of
servitude. In order to prevent people from hidihg teportee children, the supporters of
deportees or their children (or those who helpesimtiio settle in the Motherland) were
sentenced to five years of imprisonment. In thispeet, the people who hid Lithuanian
deportees were equalled to the supporters of agsistmembers, who were also crammed
into prisons and camps for hiding the guerrillas.

So that Lithuanian children would have no oppotiurio evade deportation (even by
renouncing the nationality of their parents), t®49 Order was for the last time amended on
16 February 1953: “Children born to parents whoengeported as special deportees for the
lifetime term, shall be entered into the deportegister in spite of the nationality they
chose®. The genocidal policy executed so consistentlylted in the deaths of 4,071
Lithuanian children in deportation locations (in4591950), while 689 Lithuanian children
born in Siberia (in 1945-1950) complemented theodee ranks.

Since the very first deportations in 1941, the withians were settled in the most remote
regions. About 80% of all Lithuanian deportees axkiin 1948-1951 were settled in Irkutsk
District and Krasnoyarsk Region (in these locatitive Lithuanian deportees constituted
respectively 42 and 26% in 1953). In-line with thet procedure of deportee distribution,
most of them were employed in the deforestatioessand timber processing enterprises.

8 |bidem. File 388. Page 175.

8 |bidem. Pages 176-177.

8 |bidem. Page 178.

8 Deed of Colonel Krotkov, the Head of th& Department of the "™ Council of the USSR MGB,
dated 16 February 1953 // Ibidem. File 615. Page 22



According to the documents, on 01 January 194@2%0f 24,725 adult deportees worked
for the enterprises “under the Ministry of Forest &aper Industry”. This was the hardest,
most consumptive work, but women had to work togethith men. G. Almonaitis exiled to

Krasnoyarsk Region in 1948 recalls: “(...) all wonkere rather tough, while quotas were
huge. We had to carry out all tasks manually. (..IJe® people were assigned to various

auxiliary works™®*,

Hard work, poverty and starvation made even theodeps of 1948 seek for salvation by
hiding in the Motherland. 1,722 of them escapethftbe deportation locations until 1949 (in
January-October 1948, 424 deportees attempted eestd)y0 were captured). 600 refugees
were imprisoned in the extermination camps, 470rnetd to the deportation destinations.
The manhunt never stopped. Every month, the MGBlavtrace and arrest a few dozens of
refugees in Lithuania. 219 refugees were capturedapuary-March 194%)before the mass
deportations of 1949. For the enhancement of depaostuipervision and terrorisation, new
special governorates (each had a governor, histassiand 2-4 supervisors) were set up in
Buryatia-Mongolia, Irkutsk District and Krasnoyarskegiori®. The governors not only
managed the deportee accounting, but also coutdtaany person suspected of anti-Soviet
activities. The Lithuanians suffered especially.thaugh in January-March 1949, they
constituted only 2% of all deportees of the Soldeton, but among 4,285 arrested deportees
there were 250 Lithuanians, i.e. 5.8%. Moreovef Bithuanian deportees were imprisoned.
The Lithuanians were gradually exterminated in &bd&dy employing these persecutions.
Their mortality rate twice exceeded that of the attges of other nationalities: 482 out of
11,479 people who passed away in exile, or 4.2%g wedthuanians (in January-March
1949¥". That is hardly surprising. Even the documentthefsecurity officers claim that “the
deportees in Krasnoyarsk Region, commissioned ddklgmber group of enterprises, were
accommodated in unsuitable premises where the rrefdeaking, windows are glassless,
neither furniture [that is, steel beds, - A.A.] noed linen provided. People sleep on the
ground. There were cases of typhoid and dysensamye of them resulted in death. The
number of Lithuanian refugees grows because abitiditions of living and househof§” It

is not a wonder that the issuing security officer meither mention thousands of Lithuanians
who died per year nor that the living conditiongevenbearable not only in Igark.

According to the testimonies of former deporteesesal families, dozens of people were
packed into barracks and small rooms of abandonedds of local inhabitarifs “Roofless
and windowless barracks without any stove, fuljafbage, household waste and rags (...)",
“(...) we received a 12 frroom [for six people — A.A.] where local inhabitarused to keep
goats®, etc. There are plenty of deportees’ recollectimirthis kind.

It is difficult to establish the number of peopl&avdied living in the unbearable conditions
like these. The MVD reports provide a variety ohttadictory numbers, esp. that refers to the
documents issued before 1949. Usually people degdrom Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia

were attributed to one accounting category witHmthering to separate them according to
the nationalities. The number of deportees who diad reduced because the victims of

8 Almonaitis G Grazinkite man gyvenim (Give Me Back My Life). Kaunas, 1992. Pages 119:12

8 Certificate on the deportees who escaped and vaptired. // RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File
488. Pages 13, 23-24.

% gSpecial deportees and payroll of the special gmretes // Ibidem. Page 25.

8" |In January-March 1949, the mortality rate of thiéhwianians exceeded three times that of the
Ukrainians, and thirteen times that of the Polizited to Kazakhstan. Rf.: Certificate of th& quarter

of 1949 on the number and movement of the depoftdesiem. Page 39.

8 Certificate of Colonel Shiyan, dated November 184Bidem. File 436. Page 2.

8 Almonaitis G GraZinkite man gyvenim (Give Me Back My Life). Page 118.

% Jakstier A. Sibiro taigoje (In the Siberian Taiga) // "Tautvo" karalystje (In the Kingdom of the
“Nations’ Father”). Pages 140-14#artiSius J.DeSimt tremties met(Ten Years in Exile) // Ibidem.
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individual deportations were attributed to the peogxiled earlier during the major
deportations.

No data remains on the deportee mortality in 199471 July-December 1948, October 1949-
1951, 1953, 1955 and 1958. Meanwhile, the datanfidry-June 1948, January-September
1949, January-June 1952, 1954, 1956 and 1957 emenjrlete. The special governorates of
the MVD recorded only the losses of labour forcec&ased children were often not recorded
at all. According to the available documents of M¢D and the MGB, it may be concluded
that on 01 January 1953 there were 98,286 aliveobdtl8,000 people deported in 1945-
1952. Thus, the number of deportees decreased B9@b Several hundred people (some
relatives of the collaborators, etc.) were reledsath deportation as “unjustly deported” (for
example, 163 people were released in January-Sbptef®49). Furthermore, about one
thousand deportees were imprisoned or killed iretitermination camps. The number of the
deportees increased when they were joined by aggdf0 children born in exilé The total

of Lithuanian deportees who passed away in 1942-EBounts to 11,000-16,500 (the first
figure is based on documents and deportee listagong 113,000 surnames, stored in the
archives, while the second was calculated takingp iaccount the inaccuracies and
falsification of the MVD and the MGB documents).ddeding to the preliminary data, about
3,500 people also died in exile in 1953-1958 (tleudnents record the deaths of 1,773
people, but no data are provided on the mortadity n 1953, 1955 and 1958)

20,000 Lithuanians who perished in exile add to \te#im list of the Soviet genocide. It
cannot be ignored that 5,000 children were amowegethvictims. This is one of the most
horrible pages of the Lithuanian deportation higtdihe children would usually die because
the first winter in exile was unbearable for them.

Table 62 Deportees’ children in 1945-1954

Year Number of deportees’ Born Deceased Aged 16 and
children (on 01 January added to the
number of adults
1945 1,600 3 142 -
1946 2,200 35 351 -
1947 1,850 8 387 45
1948 1,600 145 1,235 571
1949 13,300 251 1,190 564
1950 21,750 247 766 1,050
1951 20,180 425 X 1,010
1952 26,000 809 183 1,806
1953 25,241 X X X
1954 24,347 X X 1,138
Total: 34,000 1,923 4,253 6,184

The table has been compiled based on the Ceréfmathe birth rate and mortality rate of child(ep
to 16) // RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 436. &a§5-67; Certificate issued by Major Kurochkin
on 07 July 1952 // Ibidem. Page 106; File 641. Paé1.

1 Substantiated by the MVD documents. For examp®e33l people were deported in 1945-1948,
while on 01 July 1950 there were 45,299 deporteésCertificate of the USSR MGB on the Deportee
Labour // RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 641. €8%7. 22,113 people (including 8,339 women
and 6,913 children) were deported from Lithuanidanuary 1951, while the report of 01 January 1953
mentions only 18,104 Lithuanians. Rf.: Ibidem. FA&2. Page 6; File 641. Page 11.

92 Other provisions also possible. For example, timalrer of people sent to the exile (to their farsjlie
after serving a term of imprisonment was not taikém account.

9 Estimates based on the mortality rate, which wasvimg with each year. About 40% of deportees
died in 1945-1947 (per year; calculated from thaltoumber of deportees), 4% in 1948, 3% in 1949,
2% in 1950, 1.2% in 1951-1952, 1% in 1953-1955,5%8in 1956-1957. These numbers are
conditional and very much dependable on the depantéocation. For example, 80% of all deportees
died in the Tajik SSR.



& The numbers of deportees’ children in 1945-1952 raot very accurate, closer to these based on
which the total deportee number was estimated eyMKD. For example, the MVD documents state
that on 15 July 1949 there were 13,305 childres|uekng the deportees of 1949. Rf.. Certificate on
those who underwent deportee register // Ibideta.436. Page 19.

b Before 05 July 1954, when children were formatigiéased" from exile, i.e. no longer registered.
° The number of deported Lithuanian children.

4 Preliminary figure, since in 1949-1951 the depestef 1949 were attributed to the general category
of “those from the Baltics”.

After J. Stalin’s death, the policy in respectlud deportees remained the same. The Ministry
of the Interior of the Soviet Union nurtured segpéns to reduce the number of invalid
deportees and enhance Russification. Lieutenarar@olV. Alidin, the Head of Deportee
Department of the MVD, proposed to S. Kruglov, Mter of the Interior of the USSR, to
stop the deportations of:

“(...) — Nationalists who had to be deported but weoé and still live in the place from

where they had to be deported [i.e. to abstain fesranging new deportations —
AAl;

- orphans living in foster homes or with relativesrfrdeportees), as well as children
of mixed families;

- Nationalists, released from general camps, whosdliés were deported in 1950-
1952 (...).

and to release from the exile:

- Russian, Ukrainian and other women and their olsildvho were deported together
with people of other nationalities [the documentssé&ther contingent” — A.A.] in
case their husbands died or they were divorced,;

- women whose husbands were Russians or of othamatity whose people were
not deported®

No exceptions covered Lithuanians, Latvians or mHatts.

The implementation of the said plan was initiated.954-1955. First of all, pursuant to the
Resolution “On the Abolishment of Certain Restdaos Pertaining to the Legal Status of the
Deportees”, issued by the Cabinet Council of thesRSn 05 July 1954, the deportees’
children (under 16) were removed from the depoti®s. The Order applied to 19,483
children from the deportations of 1945-1949 and6,¢hildren deported with their parents in
1951°. This counted as conditional “freedom” since kgl continued living with their
deportee parents. However, neither children boexile, nor those who died were any longer
counted.

The liberation process of the deportees of 1954188s extremely slow. 735 Lithuanian
deportees were released in 1954 (510 by the Dacisfothe Cabinet Council of the
Lithuanian SSR), 1,779 in 1955 (1,147 by the Deaisof the Cabinet Council of the
Lithuanian SSR), and 15,879 in 1856While R. Rudenko, Solicitor-General of the Soviet
Union, and S. Kruglov, Minister of the Interior tife USSR, were planning to release from
deportation people older than 55-60, incurable disabled persons, the “exception” was
made to the Lithuanians. They together with Westatkans’ had to stay in the exile “for
the public security®.

% Deed of 06 July 1953 // Ibidem. File 836. Page3-182.

% Zemskov. V. NMassovoe osvoboZdenie specposelencev i ssyl'@%1(1960) (Mass Release of
the Special Settlers and those Settled by Ford®%#-1960) // Sociologeskie issledovanija (Social
Investigations) 1991. No. 1. Page 10.

% RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 900. Page 178fifmte on the Lithuanian deportees removed
from the register in 1955-1956 // Ibidem. File 9®age 64.

% The document calls them "OUN members"(OUN stanols the Organisation of Ukrainian
Nationalists).

% Deed of September 1954 // Ibidem. File 836. P&ge 2



Soviet liberalism was also manifested in the abatisnt on 13 July 1954 of the inhuman
order of 26 November 1948, following which the depes who escaped and were captured,
were convicted for twenty years of servittfd@he procedure that was in place before 1948
was resumed and the refugee was for three yeamsompd in the extermination camp.
Actually, the refugees were no longer punishedhi time. As before, the Lithuanians
constituted the most numerous part of the refugedsof 611 refugees (“special deportees”)
in 1955 there were 120 Lithuanians, out of 1,104966 there were 382 Lithuaniafs

When the Cabinet Council of the Lithuanian SSR wasusted with the revision of the
deportee files (i.e. checking of the “validity” tife deportation) in 1954, and the process was
supervised by the Investigation Commission forDleportee Casé&¥ under the Presidium of
the Supreme Council of the Lithuanian SSR in 198381 the Lithuanians were released
from the exile very slowly. Former deportees wesereally desired in the Lithuania ruled by
the Communists where their property had been shawe@dnd looted long ago. Before the
major deportee release, the Cabinet Council of Litleuanian SSR on 05 March 1957
approved the property restoration procedure folgwivhich people would lose the right to
regain their property six months after their rettrom the exile. People who had no required
documents, or were late to return from remote looat or due to other reasons, were
deprived of the right to recover their property tdally, very few used this pseudo privilege.
Until 01 May 1958, the said Commission chaired byPkeikSas admitted that the deportation
of only 2,573 families was unfounded and alloweehthto recover the confiscated property
(i.e. what remained of it). Since usually thereaveo documents of the confiscated property,
this opportunity was used by very & The deportations were far from being condemned
(the deportee cases were reviewed by the sameepetiol had arranged the genocide of the
Lithuanian nation such as K. Preik3as, A. Gadlier, etc.) and were further considered to be
an important political campaign. People were reddasnly when there was some instruction
violated during the deportation process or it wasednined that they were entered into
deportee lists by mistaké Thus, the traces of genocidal campaigns werengte to be
concealed.

When a greater number of the deportees was relaas@856-1957 (during the first six
months), there occurred a phenomenon most fearéuebsecurity officers, that is, the former
deportees left all their possessions and wentdip Batherland. 85% of the released deportees
in Chabarovsk, Irkutsk, Molotov, Omsk, Novosibir§igmsk, Chita districts and Buryatia-
Mongolia left for Lithuania. In their efforts tocg this flow, the local departments of the
MVD did not release even “released” deportees. Thweye detained for five days for
“administrative arrest® Conditionally free children of the deportees we released
either. Yet, people left Siberia anyway: withousg@orts, without documents of release from
deportation, and after selling all property theyl haquired ther&”.

Only every other deportee exiled in 1941, whoseasibn was extremely hard, survived till
1953 (Rf. Table 64).

Table 64 Major deportation destinations of the deportees eled in 1941

% The lists of Resolutions (concerning deporteesptetl by the Presidium of the Supreme Council of
the USSR and the Cabinet Council of the USSR delin. File 949. Page 11.

19 pidem. Page 9.

101 Established pursuant to the Order adopted by tasidtum of the Supreme Council on 21 January
1957. Rf.: LVOA. Funds 1771. Folder 193. File 2@gP 62.

192 Report of K. Preik3as on the progress of depditeaeviewing. / Ibidem. Folder 190. File 11.
Pages 123-125.

103 Zemskov V. N.Massovoe osvoboZdenie... (Mass Release of the idp&ettlers...) //
Sociologteskie issledovanija (Social Investigations) 1994. N Page 12.

1% The report of Colonel Novikov, the Head of tH& @pecial Department of the USSR MVD, to N.
Dudorov, Minister of the Interior, dated 18 July5¥9/ RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 949. Page
37.

1% The report of Colonel Novikov to N. Dudorov of $ember 1957 // Ibidem. Page 48-49.



Deportation Destination | 1941 | 1953 | 01 July 1957 J&duary 1959

Komi 1,549 672 364 14
Altai Region 7,462 2,047 959 137
Yakutid 2,785 2,051 610 26
Novosibirsk Region 1,549 156 86 10
Tomsk Region - 3,898 273 18
Krasnoyarsk Region 164 X 197 51
Total: 12682  about 5,400 2 649 279

The table has been compiled referring to: RFVA.dau8479. Folder 1. File 641. Page 103; File 949.
Page 10; File 976. Page 192.

@ Relocated from Altai Region in 1942. This figurayrbe higher since another document exists (dated
01 November 1944) that indicates other figuresrehgere 3,386 deportees “from the Baltics” (i.e.
Lithuanians), 1,097 in Komi, 3,391 in Altai Regiofhe accuracy of these figures raises doubts. Rf.:
Specpereselency v SSSR v 1944 godu ili god Bol'§ageselenija (Special Deportees in the USSR in
1941 or the Year of the Great Deportation) //@gtvennye archivy (National Archives). 1993. No. 5.
Pages 110-111.

® Together with the Latvians and the Estonians.9411 the Lithuanians constituted 45% of all people
deported from the occupied Baltic states. They weitovosibirsk Region in 1941.

¢ There were 62 Lithuanians in Kemerov Region, addlithuanians in Kazakhia at that time.

The calculation of the victims among these depsrieeeven more difficult than among the
post-war deportees. The initial number of the diegabpeople was reduced, later increased for
a few times when including into it people who sued in the camps and were deported
(children born in exile also slightly increasedsthiumber). In any case it is possible to
determine that minimum 8,000 of the first depoit@étiuanians perished in exile. These were
the immediate results of the Soviet genocide. Tureigng ones were deemed “especially
dangerous criminals” by the Communist governmehie Boviets were procrastinating the
release of the first deportees, even though terikesh died in exile in 1953-1958: 98in
1954, 26 in 1956, and 14 in 1957. These figures could have been decreagedebMVD
officers because they estimated 1,607 childrerhefBaltic people, while after six months
there were already 2,070 (Rf. see the below table).

Table 65 The changes in 1953-1959 in the numbers of deporteexiled in 1941

Total of
Date Lithuanians, | Lithuanians | Refugees| Arrested | Children | Released
Latvians and ~and

Estonians imprisoned
15 October 1941 25,586 12,682 X X X X
01 January 1953 14,301 X 63 177 1,607 X
01 July 1953 15,819 X X X 2,070 X
01 January 1954 13,791 X X X X X
01 January 1955 13,115 X 32 127 X 666
01 January 1956 12,226 4,682 X X X 8t7
01 June 1956 X 4,193 X X X X
01 January 1957 7,442 3,148 X 22 X 1,604
01 July 1957 5,545 2,649 X X X X
01 January 1958 3,841 1,878 5 15 X 1,287
01 January 1959 426 279 X X X X

The table has been compiled referring to: RFVA.dau8479. Folder 1. File 641. Page 103; File 642.
Pages 13, 231; File 836. Page 283; File 900. Page1B5; File 949. Pages 1, 6, 10, 28, 58. Refygees

1% Together with Latvians and Estonians. Rf.: Ibid&ite 836. Page 283.
197 |bidem. File 949. Pages 6, 58.



arrested and imprisoned as well as released deartel 957-1958 (only Lithuanians), and 1953-1956
(Lithuanians, Latvians and Estonians together).

81954 - Lithuanians, Latvians and Estonians.

P 1955 - Lithuanians, Latvians and Estonians.

©1956 - Lithuanians.

41957 - Lithuanians.

The Lithuanians kept in exile until 1958 (excluditige deportees of 1951, whose number
stood at 13,660) were classified into five groupmmely, “bandits and nationalists”, “family
members of bandits and nationalists”, “supportefrsbandits”, “family members of the
supporters” and “kulaks nationalists with their fa@s”. The Soviets did not want to release
specifically these who were former participantstied anti-Soviet Lithuanian resistance to
return to Lithuania. Their files were formally rewied and requests for release from the exile

were rejected.

After the issue of the Order of 19 May 1958 by Eresidium of the Supreme Council of the
USSR, a new policy was started to be conducteeégard of these last deportees. Only the
resistance members and their families were letixite, while all others were conditionally
released from the exile. They were not subjecheorestoration of the confiscated property
nor were they allowed to return to their Motherlahly puppet Cabinet Council of the
Lithuanian SSR could give them permission for tésidence in Lithuant® It was either
hardly possible or entirely impossible for a fornteportee to obtain such permit. They
would always face major hardships after the refineir applications for employment or
registration were rejected, etc.). A huge numbe3 505 (about 48,000-50,000 people with
children) Lithuanians who were still in exile on 8dnuary 1958 never returned to Lithuania.
This is a painful loss of the Lithuanian nation.

The last Lithuanians were released from exile aftgr the issue of the Order of 07 January
1960 by the Presidium of the Supreme Council ofUB&SR. Pursuant to this Order, the exile
was abolished in regard of family members of rasis¢ participants (3,632 people on 01
January 1959) and the last deportees of 194T'farener member of bourgeois governments
and political parties” (279 people). The Order does cover the release of the anti-Soviet
resistance participants (1,275 people), yet themshents of the MVD of the Soviet Union are
still sensitive. It is thought that they were eglfrprevented from returning to Lithuania. The
Communists were more concerned with the fate of dblenists going to the building
campaigns of monstrous industrial complexes thdh what of the Lithuanians who had
suffered so much in Siberia and were still suffgrin

There existed one more category of genocide victiimese were those people who were
released from the camps and deported but not iedlinto the category of special deportees.
They were called “the relocated” and “those settigdorce”. During the period from 1953 to
(01 January) 1956, the number of Lithuanian depsrie exile increased from 1,989 (187
"relocated") to 5,324 (7 "relocated Former prisoners were massively added to the Bumb
of the “special deportees”, therefore, in the dstithe total number of Lithuanian deportees
sometimes even increased. Former political prisoftbey constituted the major part among
Lithuanians) were deported (usually they were oabgentered from the category of prisoners
into that of deportees and left in the same tagjtpursuant to the Order of 21 February 1948
issued by the Presidium of the Supreme Councilhef USSR, which demanded that
“especially dangerous state prisoners” were byefasettled in the northern and eastern
periphery of the USSR. On 10 March 1956, this pdoce was abolished and the deportees of
the said categories were released. However, apairdid not apply to all Lithuanians since

108 Zemskov V. N Massovoe osvoboZdenie... (Mass Release of thecidp&ettlers...) //
Sociologteskie issledovanija (Social Investigations) 199&. N Pages 21-22.

199 RFVA. Funds 9479. Folder 1. File 641. Pages 118; Zemskov V. NMassovoe osvoboZdenie...
(Mass Release of the Special Settlers...) // Socitédsgie issledovanija (Social Investigations) 1991.
No. 1. Page 19.

10 bidem. Page 20.



an “exception” was again adopted for the Lithuasjdmatvians and Estonians: they had to
join their families in exile and stay there. Thetlier fate of the political prisoners depended
on the resolutions of the said Soviet authorities.

The losses suffered by the Lithuanian nation bexaafsthe “deportations”, one of the
methods of the Soviet genocidal policies, equahéoutcomes of the prisoner extermination
in the concentration camps. Out of 132,000 people were deported to the “eternal exile” in
1941-1952" even 28,000 died of diseases, starvation or uabiadabour. Other 50,000
people could not return to Lithuania for a longdinr never made their way back. These refer
to minimal losses only because the documents issiyedhe genocide organisers and
executors are inaccurate, while the death stegistie very superficial. Yet, this was the price
Lithuania paid for the survival during the Sovietcapation and long-term rule of the
Communists.

Epilogue.

Live memories linger about the times when in the-af" century Lithuanians were deported

to Siberia for slavery. Today we call it genoci@enocide refers to the phenomenon when
interchanging occupants in various methods antéul¢he citizens of a formerly independent
state.

Genocide was a core method of the Sovietisatioithfuania and the disruption of its
community. The Communists called their crimes “segpion”. This “suppression” or “red
terror” targeted everyone who tried to prevent thglementation of the Communist
doctrines, who resisted this or expressed thegatisfaction. The Soviet system was unique
in that by signing International Conventions on tResponsibility for the Genocide, it
concurrently physically, later also spirituallyeatipted at exterminating all nations subdued
by the Soviet Union. The Soviets annihilated noationalists”, “kulaks” or otherwise
labelled persons. Starting from 1940, namely Litliaas together with all other nations
(West Ukrainians, Latvians, Estonians and Polistat tbecame subordinate to the Soviet
Union pursuant to the Molotov-Ribentrop Pact becathe victims of the Soviet
extermination or genocide. The nationality of tieegon had a significant role even in the fate
of an individual. Certain execution methods of tpenocide (imprisonment in GULAG
camps, deportation to Siberia or the North) wertecoasidered physical extermination of the
Lithuanians. However, pursuant to the Conventiontiog Genocide, these people were
provided with unbearable living conditions in spié the repressive method they were
subjected to. This resulted in the partial or tetdermination of these people.

The deaths of the deported people would occur flt@moment when the operational groups
of deportation execution would storm into the flatshouses of the people to be deported.
Each attempt to escape or resist was hushed upMegpon. The officers fired at the running
people, while the captured or resisting ones weutally beaten. High numbers of deaths was
influenced not only by the transportation circumsts when people were crammed into
animal wagons, kept in antisanitary conditions whttrey suffered the shortage of air and
often food, as well as extreme spiritual distrdsg, also the fact that over 70% of the
deportees were women and children. About 40,00@reim and over 50,000 women were
deported. Besides children, during the transparathe first to die were elderly people,
pregnant women and babies born in echelons. De@dhis=d all roads to exile. In 1948 alone,
two hundred deportees either never reached thertdéipa destination or were injured on the
way. After reaching the deportation destinatiorg tuman extermination continued. Every
other deportee of June 1941 was dead or killedreeif®45. The same fate awaited the post-
war deportees. Their extermination was performetthénmost refined methods. For example,
in Ural, Sverdlovsk Region, over a thousand Lithaas, including hundreds of children, tens
of disabled and elderly people, constituted ontgimority of all deportees in one of the forest

11 Excluding men separated from families in 1941 #aicen to the camps (they are included into
another figure). The archival documents and reggsterify that over 128,000 people were deported.



industry farms. Yet, namely the Lithuanians werédistributed food cards, even though the
issue of food cards did not guarantee that thelledowimoney to buy the food. Extermination
organisers found a simple method. They called titeeedeforestation district a district of

“agriculture”, where children and elderly personsravprohibited to receive portioned food.
The MVD generals held to the opinion that the dtges were forced “to feed on nettle and
other grasses”. As a result, because of starvatioigren and old people very soon fell ill

with dystrophy and started to die in tens. Womeio wairried out hard works but were hardly
paid could not help much. “The persisting difficliding conditions will soon lead to absolute

loss of efficiency and mortality,” — claimed Liensnt-General V.Riasnoy, one of the
principal organisers of the Lithuanian genocide.

The vitality of the deportee families largely degded on their supporters and persecutors,
who not only consistently annihilated people ine8id, but also conducted the massacre or
arrests of potential deportee supporters in Litruafter each wave of deportation. The troika
of the NKVD generals Tkachenka, Bartatas and Jefimov demanded that “the pressure of
bandits, rebels and their active supporters wetengified following their blood relations
until the total liquidation of their farms (...) In the farms foreseen for liquidation, alkém
have to be arrested (...), adjudicated and deporgdrial the boundaries of the republic”.
Every other Lithuanian man has become a victinhefgenocide or underwent the “filters” of
terror system, was physically and spiritually ctgagb During the first year of the second
occupation alone, over 200,000 people sufferedviblence of the occupants, that is, were
imprisoned, mobilised, forced to hide or extermaaiat

In exile as well as in the extermination camps,pbedad to undergo great physical and
moral tortures. The documents called this humarihdation “enhancement of isolation and
fight against the anti-Soviet manifestations asl welthe maintenance of physical condition
and its full utilisation for labour”. According ta former deportee and prisoner, “the purpose
of the Soviet camps was to enslave people, to rirek@ submissive and obedient to any kind
of government, however small or big, to make thaoapable of thinking, resisting violence
or licence”. Those who tried to avoid it escapedkita their Motherland and were persecuted
even more brutally. Following the inhuman orderrappd in Moscow in 1948, each refugee
was convicted for twenty years of servitude. Folypathe Order applied only to the
Chechens, Germans, Crimean Tartars and peoplara ether nationalities deported during
war, but it was also applied to the Lithuanianstviaams, Estonians and Ukrainians. For
hiding the Lithuanian deportees and their childnghp have escaped exile, the Soviet laws
prescribed the imprisonment of five years in theearination camp, i.e. the punishment did
not differ from that for the hiding of the resistsin

It has been recently determined that out of 155p&ple who were entered into the deportee
lists, minimum 132,000 people were deported to BtiayMongolia, Komi, Krasnoyarsk
Region, Irkutsk, Tomsk, Molotov (now Perm) and otBéerian and Northern regions by the
genocide organisers. In the Soviet Union, everthsibeported person was Lithuanian in the
post-war period, while during some years the Lithaas would constitute one half of all
people deported to Siberia. In the mid“a@entury, Lithuanians were ordered like slaves for
labour in deforestation sites, gold and coal minamstructions and monstrous Soviet
industrial complexes Celiabinskugol”, “Karagandaugol”, “Vostsibugol”, “Kabasugol”,
“Tomles” and “Lenzoloto”. Delivered deportees wdedt for absolute disposition of the
special governorates and factory directors.

It was later disclosed that the absolute majorftyhe Lithuanians, Latvians, Estonians and
West Ukrainians were kept in exile until the ver§58. The deportees of namely these
nationalities were deemed especially dangerous. WW¥escow allowed the release of
children from exile in 1954, the check-in of addéportees in the special governorates just
once per year, and planned the release of the t@egoolder that 55-60 years, incurable and
disabled persons, this did not cover and did neeha cover the Lithuanians. It was planned
to keep them in the exile of stringent regime with relief of the situation provided. This
affected nearly 340,000 Lithuanians, Latvians, Bsios and Ukrainians. The Moscow



Communists were well-aware that the return of theadtees to Lithuania that had been
bleeding for a decade would consistently reviveaht-Soviet feelings. Therefore, the return
of the deportees was regularly prevented.

The determination of special status for the Lithaarnand other deportees of “unreliable”
nationalities, aggravation of their return to theothkrland and the fact that every third
deportee was a child proves that the annihilatibrthe Lithuanian population was first

directed against the Lithuanian nation with annbt® bury the Independence idea of the
Lithuania.

The losses suffered by the Lithuanian nation bexaisthe “deportations”, one of the
methods of Soviet genocidal policies, equal todheomes of the prisoner extermination
in the concentration camps. Out of 132,000 peole were deported to the “eternal exile”
in 1941-1952 (minimal number of deportees exiled1®845-1952 had to amount to
118,000), even 28,000 died of diseases, malnoueshmor insufferable labour. The last
few thousand of Lithuanians were released fromeegiily in December 1963. About
50,000 people could not return to Lithuania fooad time or never made their way back.
The Lithuanians had always constituted absoluteortgjof the Communist genocide
victims. 676,835 people, in the MGB documents dalpecially relocated persons”, were
exiled to the deportation destinations in the Sovigion in 1946-1952. Almost every sixth
deported person was Lithuanian in the post-warogenvhile in some years (1948 and
1951) the Lithuanians would constitute one halfadif deported people. Over 32,000
children (5,000 died in exile), included into thepdrtee lists, were deported in 1945-1952
alone. Even still unborn babies were entered irgpodee lists. Children born to the
families of a deportee man were also enlisted.dtdm aged 16 who cho#ige nationality

of their parents deportees(note that no “kulak origin” is mentioned anymonggre
included into deportee lists. Meanwhile, those whose the nationality of hon-deportees
(for example, Russian) were no longer included ihi® deportee lists. But that referred
only to the children of mixed families. Those whd bhildren of deportees who escaped
from exile were sentenced for five years of impnis@nt. Even after modifying the policy
towards the deportee, the role of the nationaéitpains important: S. Kruglov, Minister of
the Interior of the USSR, on 06 July 1953 propd$edelease women and their children of
Russian, Ukrainian and other nationalities (...) jted their husbands are Russians or
from non-deported nation$ but Lithuanians counted as a deported nation:Kdéaks” or
“nationalists” were mentioned anymore.

An entire list of prohibited occupations was coragifor the former deportees who returned
to Lithuania. They were prevented from leaving m&tdhe boundaries of the Soviet Union.
Those who returned never had their property redionile the KGB implemented such

measures as the “discrediting and moral politisalation” of former deportees and political

prisoners.

The genocide that accompanied the process of thetSation annihilated not only people
but entire strata of the Lithuanian community wath their preserved culture, property and
social influence. It is difficult to estimate thatal demographic, material and other losses the
Lithuanian nation has suffered but they are goimghéve a long-lasting impact on the
existence of our community and State in future.



