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. With the occupation of Lithuania on 15 June 1940 Moscow achieved its objective of

precluding any amed oppostion. The Lithuanian Government took no steps to get reedy for
amed oppogtion in soite of the fact that it had recaved information on the pending invason.
No orders to offer armed resstance were issued to the troops. On accepting the ultimatum of
the USSR, the Lithuanian Government fulfilled the key pat of the Kremlin's plan of
annexing Lithuania to the USSR. Though the Conditution of Lithuania was 4ill in force the
Lithuanian amy generds ds0 did not organise resdance, smply following the indructions
of the new puppet government established by the Soviet Union.

Following the occupatiion of Lithuania, the Sovig Union military inditutions were mainly
involved in neutrdigng and liquidating the Lithuanian army afterwards.

. Theliquidation of the Lithuanian army proceeded in two Sages

a) From the begnning of the occupation to the end of August 1940, the neutrdisation of the
Lithuanian army was in progress,

b) From Augus to the end of December 1940 the Lithuanian amy was liquidated by
incorporeting it into the Red Army and by reforming into the 29" fifle teritorial corps of
the Red Army. Following the resolution of 14 August 1940 of the Politicd Bureau of the
Centrd Committee of the Communigt Paty on the redructuring of the amies of the
occupied Bdtic States, the Lithuanian army was reorganised into the 29" rifle territoria
corps, which existed before war broke out in 1941.

. The purpose behind the amy reforms caried out from 15 June to 30 August 1940 was to

neutrdlise the army thereby preventing a spontaneous outburst of armed resstance. In the
context of the neutrdisation of the army, the following factors were crucid to it:

a) Increedang pressures on officers primaily generds through demordisation with the am
of making them follow theillegal orders of new paliticdl and Red Army authorities;

b) Mass digmissals and concomitant replacements of topranking and senior  officers
subsequently, the process was extended to lower ranks aswell;

c) Introduction of politicd control into the amy by edadlishing an inditution of politicd
leaders;

d) Arressof officersand soldiers.

. Intimidation and violence played an exceptiondly dgnificant role In violaion of an oah of
dlegiance to the Sae of Lithuania individuds wee pressed into meking politica
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commitments to the puppet government set up by the Soviet Union. After the certification
procedure of officers, re-engaged non-commissoned officers and cvil savants was
announced, they dl had to d9gn a datement thereby pledging dlegiance to the gods of the
new peopleés government. On 23 February 1941 the former Lithuanian army officers and
soldiers remaning in service swore a military oath to the flag of the Red Army of the Soviet
Union.

For the purpose of control and deaning of former Lithuanian servicemen, the following
political-repressive  authorities were st up: the specid corps and divison NKVD  units
military  prosecution  depatments and  courts, politicd  boards and units with ther
representatives — politicd leaders. In addition to the dbove arangements a military
commissone inditution was introduced to exercise control over commandes, with relevant
Red Army officers being gopointed as deputy commanders. Control condged in the
communig ideology indruction to the troops At the beginning of 1941, nealy 3 thousand
oldiers, non-commissoned officers and officers were induded in the ligs of unrdiable
persons drawn up by the NKVD and paliticd units.

In May 1941, prepaations for the liquidaion of the 29" territorial corps were put into
operation. During the mass deportation on 14-18 June 1941, the servicemen on the ligs of the
NKVD and palitica units were arrested and sent to campsin Russa

When the war broke out in 1941, the corps was ordered to retreat to Russa Lithuanian
soldiers, seeking to day in Lithuania, rose in rebdlion. The number of soldiers that retrested
to Russa amounted to bardy 15 thousand, and the Red Army Command had to disband it.
The remaning corps soldiers suQed to the Red Army were digpersed among smdler units,
afterwards they were sat to the 16" Lithuanian rifle divison under the Red Army. At lesst
120 Lithuanian soldiers were killed in the separation action of the corps from the Red Army.

The mgor pat of the corps tha remaned in Lithuania merged into the large formeation in
Vilnius At the end of July, following the German orders, it was it up into a few Lithuanian
sdf-defence battaions, and the remaining troops were dismissed.

The Lithuanian amy organised dong the same lines of Wegtern counterparts was materialy
and mordly ruined and exteminated by forcefully incorporating it into the Soviet amy
operating on totditarian principles.

The aftermath of the first Soviet occupation with repect to the Lithuanian army is asfollows:
By 1 June 1940, the Lithuanian amy with a totd of 28 005 servicemen, induding 1728

offlcers, was liquidated. Approximately 12 thousand soldiers and officers were left for saervice in
the 20" tarritorid corps the authority of the Red Army. The totd number of officers sent to
canps or impriscned was 414 (excduding the officers in retirement before the loss of the
independence of Lithuania), of which 195 were killed. Induding the officers who died or were
killed a the outbresk of the USSR-German Wa (24 officers), the totd number of officers killed
should be & least 220.
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